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At the Yokohama Doll Museum

Sankeien Garden
◆Plum Blossom Viewing
Feb. 13 (Sat.) – Mar. 7 (Sun.)
Sankeien Garden has been a famous location of plum trees since long ago. In a
garden setting with a three-storied pagoda and other traditional buildings, the
abundantly elegant flowers of approximately 600 plum trees are free to blossom.
There is a variety of rare trees: a dragon-like Garyobai tree with foliage stretching
towards the ground and a Ryokugakubai tree, received from Shanghai, China as a
gift, with green calyxes supporting the petals. Everyday throughout this period,
barley tea freshly boiled in an old-fashioned kettle can be enjoyed in the
Hatsunejaya arbor. In addition, various events will also be held.
◆Cherry Blossom Night Viewing
Mar. 27 (Sat.) – Apr. 4 (Sun.)
The garden will be open for extended hours. You can take pleasure in the bright
cherry trees filling Sankeien Garden with color during the day and night. The
three-storied pagoda representing Sankeien and other traditional buildings will be
lit up after sunset, and you can enjoy the elegant cherry blossoms at night. Please
refrain from drinking alcohol in the garden.

Dolls on the Stage - Hina-dolls’ World The season of Hina Festival comes along in
spring. The Yokohama Doll Museum will hold
an exhibition of many precious hina dolls,
miniature furniture and utensils that are open
to the public only this season.
A pair of emperor and empress dolls of each era
from the Edo period to early Showa period will
be displayed. At the same time, other dolls of
those periods representing servants of the
emperor and empress, seated on tiered stands
will be displayed. Traditional and provincial hina dolls around the country will also
be introduced.
You can imagine how gorgeous the doll festivals were, and how gracefully the dolls
created an atmosphere during those days in the past through the display of various
types of hina dolls. Please take time to enjoy looking at the hina dolls popular at that
time and the elaborately made miniature furniture and utensils.
Date and Time: Feb. 6 (Sat.) - Mar. 14 (Sun.), 10:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
(admission until 6:00 p.m.)
Fee: ¥800 for adult, ¥200 for children（No admission fee for preschool children）

58-1 Honmoku-sannotani, Naka-ku
Tel: 621-0634 / 0635 URL: http://www.sankeien.or.jp/

18 Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku
Tel: 671-9361 URL: http://www.museum.or.jp/yokohama-doll-museum/

Flower Tour of Spring
In spring, various flowers come into bloom one after another under the warm sunshine, and
make it one of the best season for enjoying cherry blossoms. Why don’t you take a walk and
take delight in the spring wind?

Message Board

Cherry blossoms (flowering: late March to early April)
Motomachi Park: There are about 100 cherry blossom trees in the park and about 30
cherry blossom trees at neighboring Yokohama Foreign Cemetry. 7-min. walk from
Motomachi-Chukagai Sta.

“The Dining Room”
by the St. Maur High School Drama Club

Kannai Sakura-dori: There are about 60 double cherry blossom trees (Yae-zakura) on
both sides of the street. The cherry blossoms are in full bloom in late April. 3-min. walk
from Kannai Sta.
Kashiwaba Park: It’s worth taking a look at the large cherry blossoms here. When they are
in full bloom, the park appears to be flooded with cherry blossoms. 3-min. walk from
Kashiwaba bus stop.
Negishi Shinrin Park: About 340 cherry blossom trees are situated around the grassy open
space. Asahidai or Takinoue bus stop.

Naka Ward Town News Wants to Hear Your Voice

Yamate Park: The oldest western-style park. There is a grassy
open space at the deep end of the park. 5-min. walk from
Yamatecho bus stop.

The Naka Ward Town News is anxious to hear your opinions, comments and
proposals to help them respond more to your needs.
For example, please let us know things that will improve your day-to-day life,
such as garbage disposal, medical care and disaster prevention. And if there
are things you want to know about Japan, such as manners and customs,
festivals and other events, let us know. Please call or mail to Public Relations
Section, Naka Ward Office.
Tel: 224-8123
E-mail: na-koho@city.yokohama.jp

Honmoku Sancho Park: Yokohama-hizakura are planted on the
hill in the park. 2-min. walk from Wadayamaguchi bus stop.
Honmoku-dori: A row of cherry blossom trees lines up on
both sides of Honmoku-dori, extending 2 km from Makado to
Wadayamaguchi bus stop.
Ookagawa Riverside: There are about 800 cherry trees along the
banks of Ookagawa River. Hinodecho Sta. or Koganecho Sta.

Saint Maur International School High School Drama Club presents A.R.
Gurney's modern masterpiece about the places we eat in and the people we eat
with. Come join us at the table.
Date and Time: Feb. 6 (Sat.) from 5:00 p.m.
Venue: Saint Maur International School Fine Arts Centre Auditorium, 83
Yamate-cho
Fee: Free
URL: http://www.stmaur.ac.jp

Motomachi Park

Living Information Crime Prevention
It is said that Japan maintains excellent public safety. In fact, the rate of violent crime such
as murder, kidnapping, rape, robbery, etc. is remarkably low compared with other UN
countries.
However, we should stay alert and be aware of our surroundings. Yokohama is another city
where crimes take place every day. Unfortunately, Naka Ward has the large number of
criminal offences among the 18 wards.
We propose the following prevention measures against typical crimes. Everyone should be
conscious about crime prevention, so let’s work on making our town and community
resistant to crime.
◆Purse snatching
The number of purse snatching incidents had been decreasing for several years until the
year before last. But last year, it dramatically increased. To prevent snatch crimes,
preventive measures are necessary. Each individual should be careful not to give a
snatcher a chance.
・Do not place your wallet or purse in your bicycle basket or cover the basket with a theft
preventive net.
・Prepare for sudden crime incidents by carrying a portable alarm buzzer.
Hold the bag on the opposite side of traffic, near the wall.
・Watch out for suspicious motorcycles and bicycles. They might approach you from the
back by motorcycle to snatch your purse.
・Avoid streets with few pedestrians. Particular attention should be taken when walking
from a station through busy streets and into an area of few pedestrians. Try walking on
a road separated for pedestrians and vehicles.

・Look around after withdrawing cash from a bank.
・Avoid talking on a cellular phone or texting while walking. You might be distracted.
◆Auto theft, car break-in
The number of car break-in crimes in Naka Ward has increased recently. It is important to
take theft preventive measures thoroughly and consciously.
・Do not place your valuables, money, purse, etc. in your car. Hide automotive
equipments such as a car navigation equipment or audio equipments.
・Remove the engine key and make sure the car is locked. Even for a short period of time,
be sure to remove the key, shut the windows and lock the doors. Do not keep a spare
key in the car or under the bumper with tape.
・Install an alarm equipment.
・Use a handle lock bar.
◆Bicycle, motorcycle theft
Naka Ward has the largest number of bicycle thefts of street
criminals. The main preventive measure for two-wheel vehicle
is “two locks.” By using two locks, theft crimes decrease
because more time is required to steal them.
・Lock your vehicle when you leave it, even for a short period
of time. Use handle locks on a motorcycle.
・Use an auxiliary lock such as a wire, chain, or U type lock. Tie a
vehicle to a fixed object like a pole.
・Register for theft prevention.
・Avoid parking on streets. Park in bicycle parking lots.
Inquiries: Regional Promotion Division, Tel: 224-8132 (in Japanese)
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Have You Fully Prepared for Disaster to Strike?
Japan is an earthquake-prone country. Over recent years there have been a number of large-scale earthquakes that have inflicted tremendous damage. You may have seen
images on television of regions that have been struck by heavy damage and of people forced to live in evacuation centers, for example.
No one knows where and when a disaster like a large earthquake will strike. Therefore, it is essential to be prepared in advance. Making preparations will help to reduce
damage when disaster strikes and will also be crucial for ensuring your own personal safety. Please be sure to regularly check your preparedness for disaster.

Safety measures in the home
・Prevent furniture toppling over and position your furniture in a
position that would prevent you from being trapped or pinned
down.
・Ensure that lighting, etc., does not fall from the ceiling.
・Prevent glass windows or cupboards from shattering.
・Check the earthquake resistance of wooden houses and
implement reinforcement measures if necessary.
・Make sure you know the location of evacuation sites and routes.
・Decide how you will confirm the safety of your family and how
to contact each other in a
disaster.

Don’t forget to store supplies, including water and food
Store a three-day supply of the items that you and your family will require, including water, food, toilet bags, etc.
Quantity guide: Water – 3L per person per day × 3 days
Toilet bags: 5 per person per day × 3 days

When an earthquake strikes
Protect yourself from the earthquake tremors
・Protect your head
・Immediately turn off any gas appliances or other sources of fire
・Open a door, etc., to ensure you have an escape route
・Get under a table and hold it by the legs
・Do not run outside in panic
・Do not use the elevator
・Assist others around you
・Obtain accurate information by the television, the radio, etc
*Foreign Language Emergency Broadcasts
Radio: InterFM (Tokyo 76.1 MHz, Yokohama 76.5 MHz)
Broadcasts emergency and safety information in English,
Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese, Tagalog, Thai and
Indonesian.
TV: NHK and BS1/BS2, bilingual channel (English)

Multi-lingual disaster prevention manual
Last year, the City of Yokohama compiled a pocket-size
Disaster Preparedness Manual for Foreigners in Japanese,
English, Chinese and Korean. This manual includes
information on disaster preparedness measures and
evacuation methods and also functions as an evacuation card,
with a place for you to fill in your name and emergency
contact information, etc. This manual is available at City Hall
and other ward offices and can also be downloaded from the
website. The website version also features versions of the
leaflet in Spanish, Portuguese, Tagalog, Vietnamese, Thai and
Indonesian, in addition to the languages mentioned above.
URL: http://www.city.yokohama.jp/
me/keiei/kokusai/foreigner/saigai.html
Inquiries: Office of
International Policy, Yokohama,
Tel: 671-3826

List of Items to Take with You in an Emergency
Use this list as a reference to prepare emergency items that your family would need in the event of disaster:
Water
Food
Toilet bags
Toilet paper
Cotton gloves
Underwear, towels
Rainwear
Emergency medical supplies

Evacuation sites and how to evacuate
If your house is in a dangerous condition or has collapsed, please evacuate to one of the
following areas, depending on your situation: park or vacant lot, wide area evacuation site
(koiki hinan basho), local disaster preparedness center (chiiki bosai kyoten).
Park or vacant lot: If you are in danger of fire or house collapse, the first place you should
head for is a park or vacant lot.
Wide area evacuation site: In the event of a large-scale fire, go to a wide area evacuation
site for your protection.
Local disaster preparedness center: If you cannot return home because it has burned
down or collapsed, go to the disaster evacuation site (local disaster preparedness center).
These centers function as temporary living accommodations and distribute food, water and
emergency goods, as well as providing information and enabling you to confirm the safety
of your family.
Local medical aid center: With the
cooperation of the Yokohama Medical
Association, Yokohama
Pharmaceutical
Association and other organizations a
medical aid team will be formed and doctors
and nurses will provide emergency medical
care there.

Lighters/matches
Knife/can opener
Portable radio
Flashlight
Sturdy shoes
Rope
Water flask
Disaster hood or other headgear

Wrapping paper/plastic wrap
Plastic bags
Map
Pens/stationery
Cash and a copy of your bank book
Personal ID, copy of your health insurance certificate

Delivery Service of Water for Times of Disaster
The Waterworks Bureau provides delivery service of extra
supplies of canned water within the city for disaster supply
storage.
Charge for water: 350ml × 24: ¥1,200
Charge for delivery: 1-10 sets: ¥200,
11 sets and more: free
*Cash on delivery only
Storage period from
manufacturing date:
5 years
Inquiries: Tel: 847-6262,
Fax: 848-4281（in Japanese）

. Local Disaster Preparedness Center (Chiiki bosai kyoten)
School Name

Areas covered

Kitagata Elem. School

165 to 171 Yamate-cho, 1 & 2 Ueno-cho, Suwa-cho, Nishinoya-cho,
Chiyozaki-cho, Kitagata-cho, Shin-Yamashita 1 to 3 chome

Motomachi Elem. School

Motomachi, Yamate-cho (except 165 to 171), 3 & 4 Ueno-cho,
Ishikawa-cho, Kashiwaba, Myokojidai

Honcho Elem. School ＋

1 Akamon-cho, Hanabusa-cho, Hatsune-cho, Kogane-cho, Hinode-cho, 1 to 3 Hanasaki-cho,
Kaigan-dori, Miyagawa-cho, Motohama-cho, Minato-cho, 1 to 3 Sakuragi-cho, Sumiyoshi-cho,
Tokiwa-cho, Shinko 1 & 2 chome, Masago-cho, Aioi-cho, Ota-machi, Uchida-cho, MinamiNaka-dori,
Onoe-cho, Benten-dori, KitaNaka-dori, Noge-cho, Hon-cho, Nihon-odori, Yokohama-Koen

Tateno Elem. School

Sagiyama, Yamato-cho, Takenomaru, Mugita-cho, Tateno

Otori Elem. School

Kominato-cho, Hongo-cho, 131･132･151･158･170･303 Honmoku-Arai, Honmoku-Juniten,
Honmoku-cho, Honmoku-Manzaka, Honmoku-Midorigaoka, Wadayama

Yamamoto Elem. School
＋

Negishidai, Yamamoto-cho, Terakubo, Nishi-Takenomaru,
Oshibadai, Ohira-cho, Tsukagoshi, Minosawa

Makado Elem. School ＋ Negishi-cho, Chidori-cho, Honmoku-Makado, Honmoku-Arai (except 131･132･151･158･170･303),
Honmoku-Sannotani, Honmoku-Osato-cho, Negishi-Kazodai, Ikebukuro

. Wide-area Evacuation Site (Koiki hinan basho)
Major Evacuation Site around Naka Ward

*This publication is recyclable into paper.
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Yokohama Koen

Yamashita Koen

Honmoku-Sancho
Koen Region

Minato-noMieru-Oka Koen

Momijigaoka Region

Nogeyama Koen

Negishi Shinrin Koen

Honmoku-Minami
Elem. School ＋

Kamome-cho, Nishiki-cho, Toyoura-cho, Honmoku-Motomachi,
Honmoku-Futo, Minami-Honmoku

Honmoku Elem. School

Honmoku-Hara, Honmoku-Wada, Honmoku-Miyabara

Minato Junior HS. ＋

Yamashita-cho

Yoshida Junior HS.

Isezaki-cho, Hagoromo-cho, Yoshida-machi, Wakaba-cho, Akebono-cho, 5 to 9 Choja-machi,
Fukutomi-cho-Nishi-dori, Fukutomi-cho-Naka-dori, Fukutomi-cho-Higashi-dori, Horai-cho,
Sueyoshi-cho, Suehiro-cho, Yayoi-cho

Fujimi Junior HS. ＋,
Yokohama Sogo HS.

Okina-cho, Yoshihama-cho, Miyoshi-cho, Yamabuki-cho, Yamada-cho, Kotobuki-cho,
Matsukage-cho, Chitose-cho, Ogi-cho, 1 to 4 Choja-machi, Furo-cho, Fujimi-cho, Bandai-cho

Nakaodai Junior HS.

Negishi-Asahidai, Takinoue, Nakaodai, Mameguchidai, Yaguchidai

*Schools indicated + serve as local medical aid centers.
. Cooperating as a volunteer
You can find shelter in the local disaster preparedness center, where food, water, rescue kits, first-aid
kits and other daily items are stored. Operations in the center, such as serving food or the provision of
relief supplies is handled by local people. Please give a hand in times of disaster or during disaster drills.
Volunteer nursing staff will also be welcomed at the local medical aid centers.
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City Starts to Charge for
Ward Office Parking Lots from February

Ookagawa Riverside Cherry Blossom Festival

Naka Ward Office parking lots have been free of charge, but fees will be charged
from February. This change was decided in consideration of equity between those
who use public transportation and those with their own cars, for the beneficiariespay principle, and for promotion of the appropriate usage of the parking lot. However, when a person comes for various ward office services and procedures, he/she
can park free for a certain number of hours.
Park management: Designated administrator, “Park 24 Co., Ltd.”
Parking fee:
Mon. - Fri. (except holidays)

Sat.(2nd / 4th Sat. only when office is open)

8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

¥250 / 30 min.

After the first 3 hours
between 8:45 a.m. and 5:15 p.m.

¥300 / 30 min.

8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

¥250 / 30 min.

Featuring a row of 800 cherry blossom trees, a variety of events, such as music
performance and food stalls, will be held on and along the banks of Ookagawa River.

ZAIM

City
Hall

. Disabled persons and their caretaker (*1)
*1 Please show the Certificate Booklet for Physically
Disabled People, Certificate Booklet for Mentally
Disabled People, or Health and Welfare Handbook for
Mentally Handicapped People.
. Low emission cars (*2)
*2 Limited for those who use an electric car, plug-in hybrid car,
fuel-cell-powered car or natural gas fueled car. Please show
the automobile inspection certificate.

Early Music at Western-style Buildings in Yamate
The 4th Yokohama Yamate Art Festival is held as a festivity of fine arts, music,
etc. in the Yamate area. One of the main events this year is the “Early Music
Festival.” The music scene of ancient royalty will be replicated in Western-style
Buildings in Yamate.
Early Music Festival Concert (venue, date and original instruments)
・Japan Holy Catholic Church, Yokohama Christ Church: Feb. 11 (Thu., national
holiday) from 2:00 p.m.
Cembalo, flauto traverso, baroque violin, viola da gamba
・British House: Feb. 12 (Fri.) from 7:00 p.m.
Cembalo, recorder, baroque violin
・Bluff No.111: Feb. 13 (Sat.) from 6:00 p.m.
Recorder, baroque oboe, baroque violin, cembalo, flauto traverso, viola da gamba
・Berrick Hall: Feb. 14 (Sun.) from 6:30 p.m.
Renaissance flute, harp
*In addition, lecture classes will be held at Bluff No.234 and other buildings.
Inquiries (tickets, application): OFFICE ARCHES, Tel: 03-5579-8096

Free during visits for
procedures or
consultation

* Free for the first 60 min.

Inquiries: Regional Facilities Section, Civic Engagement Promotion Bureau
Tel: 671-2086 (in Japanese)
General Affairs Division, Naka Ward Office
Tel: 224-8115 (in Japanese)

Final Income Tax Return for 2009
Tax consultations and submissions will be accepted at Yokohama Naka Tax Office.
Periods for filling the tax returns and deadlines of payments for the Final
Income Tax Return for 2009
・Income Tax: Feb. 16 (Tue.) - Mar. 15 (Mon.)
・Gift Tax: Feb. 1 (Mon.) - Mar. 15 (Mon.)
・Consumption Tax and Local Consumption Tax for solo proprietors:
Feb.16 (Tue.) - Mar. 31 (Wed.)
* Open on Feb. 21 and 28 (Sun.) and final income tax returns are accepted.
Venue: Yokohama Naka Tax Office (Yokohama Naka Zeimusho), 37-9 Yamashitacho, Naka-ku
Tel: 651-1321 (in Japanese)
*A direct line for English speakers and income tax counseling in English are
available as below.
Tel: (03) 3821-9070
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
(Monday through Friday, except national holidays)
URL: http://www.nta.go.jp

“Nakakukko” Festival
This festival is a fun-filled event for children in Naka Ward with stilts and
kendama (ring and pin game) as well as various handicrafts workshops and
challenge corners. Instructions will be provided at each corner so even those
without experience can have fun at ease. Please feel free to take part in the
festival.
Date and Time: Feb. 28 (Sun.) 1:00 - 3:30 p.m. (Event will be held rain or shine.)
Venue: Motomachi Elementary School, 36 Yamate-cho
*Event is free. Please use public transportation.
Inquiries: Regional Promotional Division, Tel: 224-8137 (in Japanese)

Naka Ward
Office

Schedule
Feb. 5 to Apr. 5

Cancer Screening (Gan Kenshin)
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section,
Tel: 224-8332 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Stomach Cancer Screening
Feb. 19（Fri.), Mar. 12 (Fri.)
8:45 – 9:30 a.m.

Offered to those aged 40 and older, ¥1,570. Limited to 40
people per day. Applicants MUST NOT EAT after 8 p.m.
on the day before the test, but can drink until bedtime
(except alcohol). No eating and drinking on the day.

Check-ups will be held at the Naka Ward Health
Checkup and Immunization Center (HCIC) at 116
Yamashita-cho, unless rescheduled. Please
inquire in Japanese. Parking is not available.
Please use public transportation.

Yokohama
City Hall Yokohama
Stadium

Chinatown
Kanteibyo
Temple

HCIC is here

Kannai Sta.

Ishikawacho Sta.

Check-ups for Infants (Nyuyoji Kenko Shinsa)

Inquiries: Children and Families Support Section (Kodomo Katei Kakari),
Tel: 224-8171
4 months

Lung Cancer Screening
Feb. 19（Fri.), Mar. 12 (Fri.)
8:45 – 9:30 a.m.

Offered to those aged 40 and older. Limited to 50 people
per day. Fees: ¥680 for an X-ray and ¥1,350 if a sputum
examination is included.

Free for those aged 70 and older. Please bring your health insurance card and other
proof of your age.

Birthday:

Oct. 1-15, 2009

Oct. 16-31, 2009

Nov. 1-15, 2009

Feb. 16 (Tue.)

Mar. 2 (Tue.)

Mar. 16 (Tue.)

Date:

18 months
Birthday:

Jul. 1-15, 2008

Jul. 16-31, 2008

Aug. 1-15, 2008

Aug. 16-31, 2008

Feb. 9 (Tue.)

Feb. 23 (Tue.)

Mar. 9 (Tue.)

Mar. 23 (Tue.)

Date:

36 months
Birthday:
*AIDS check and medical consultation (Eizu Kensa To Soudan)
Every Thursday from 9:00 – 9:30 a.m.
Inquiries and Reservations: Health Promotion Section, Tel: 224-8332
*Reservations required in advance. The applicant may remain anonymous if he or she so chooses.

Jan. 16-31, 2007

Feb. 1-15, 2007

Feb. 16-28, 2007

Feb. 17 (Wed.)

Mar. 3 (Wed.)

Mar. 17 (Wed.)

Date:

Yokohama
Stadium

JR Kannai Sta.

Ookagawa Riverside in the twilight

Free for
60 min. parking*

NakaWard
Office

Yokohama Park

* Entering and leaving the parking lot should be within the above stated hours.

On visiting the ward office for
administrative procedures / consultations, etc.

Nihon-odori Sta.
Minatomirai Line

Naka Community
Activity Center

Venue: Ookagawa River between Sakae-bashi and Miyako-bashi
Period (event): Apr. 3 (Sat.) and 4 (Sun.)
(lantern illumination): Mar. 20 (Sat.) to Apr. 11 (Sun.)
Access: (Keikyu Line) 1-min. walk from
Koganecho Sta. and Hinodecho Sta.,
(municipal subway) 5-min. walk from
Sakuragicho Sta. and Bandoubashi Sta.,
(JR) 5-min. walk from Sakuragicho Sta.
Inquiries: Planning and Coodination
Section, Tel: 224-8128 (in Japanese)

Examples of free park for certain situations and persons:

NAKA

Hours:1:00 – 1:30 p.m.

Number tags are passed out from 12:30 p.m. to facilitate smooth and orderly procedures.
Measurements, clinical examinations, dental examinations (18 months, 36 months) and a
lecture on nutrition and dental care are provided. Please bring your Mother and Child Health
Handbook (Boshi Kenko Techo) and writing materials. Children older than 4 months must
bring the toothbrush they are currently using. A urine analysis is conducted for 3 year olds.
Questionnaires regarding check-ups in English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese and
Vietnamese are available.

International Lounge

In Naka Ward Community Activity Center
(1F of ZAIM Annex, next to Naka Ward Office)
34 Nihon-odori, Naka-ku
Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. (Tue., Sat.)
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri., Sun.)
Closed: The 4th Mon. and Year-end
Two staff are always present (Japanese, English and Chinese
are available.)
Tel: 210-0667 Fax: 224-8343
e-mail: nakalounge@yoke.or.jp
URL: http://www.yoke.or.jp/nakalounge/

●The 3rd International Understanding Seminar!
Indian people living in Yokohama - Enjoying Indian dance
Date and Time: Feb. 20 (Sat.) 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. (opens 1:00 p.m.)
Venue: Naka International Lounge
Events:
1: Indian dance performance and lecture by Emi Mayuri (Indian choreographer)
2: Seminar on “The History of Exchange between Yokohama and India”
Lecturer: Chiyo Uchida (Yokohama India Centre)
Commentator: Chandru G. Advani (Commissioner of Yokohama India Centre)
3: Tasting of samosa and chay
Fee: ¥500 (for documents and tea)
Capacity: 40 people
Applications and Inquiries: Call or mail (include your address, name and phone number)
to Naka International Lounge.
*Notice: The 4th International Understanding Seminar is scheduled on March 27 (Sat.).
Please check the website of Naka International Lounge for detail.
●An Organization Cooperating with Naka International Lounge
“Yokohama Chinatown Development Association”
−An interview with chairperson Kensei Hayashi
Yokohama Chinatown and Yokohama Chinatown Development Association boast to the world
Yokohama Chinatown was established as a foreign settlement at the time of the port

YOKE

Yokohama Association for International
Communications and Exchanges

Information Corner

opening and has been developed as Japan’s top Chinatown among the three Chinatowns in
Japan: Nagasaki, Kobe and Yokohama. It had been called “Tojin-gai” or “Nankin-gai”
until it was officially named “Chuka-gai” in 1955. You might be surprised to know that
more than 95% of visitors to Chinatown are Japanese. Yokohama Chinatown is the world’s
top Chinatown in the field of public security and cleanliness.
The Yokohama Chinatown Development Association (YCDA) was started as a shopping
district association in 1955 with 20 members. Today, 380 members are registered with
YCDA. It has stimulated the development of Chinatown by being involved in public
relations activities and establishment of Kuan Ti Miao (Kanteibyo) Temple from the very
beginning. When Chinese food bashing occurred before, they held a seminar by a specialist for shop owners on how to explain the foods safety to customers. At the same time, the
concierge system was started. They are studying every day so that any question about
culture, history, shop information, etc. from customers can be answered quickly. Also at
the regular seminars, shop owners have made their bonds tighter, which led to the creation
of a network by which they can help each other and improve themselves.
Revaitalization of the town and future of the YCDA
YCDA plans and holds various festivals such as the Ma-zu Miao (Masobyo) Festival in
March or Lantern Festival in February. YCDA does not think that Yokohama Chinatown is
merely a sightseeing spot for one-time tourists. Festivals are to be remembered by people
in hopes of reminding Chinatown and leading them to visit it again.
Once the activity is halted, it would be difficult for the town management to recover and
exceed its original state. YCDA, as one community with 230 shops, thinks networking is
essential and manages Chinatown through networking.
What the current YCDA hopes for the next generation of YCDA is “hospitality,” “the
landscape” and “attempting to incorporate the needs of the age.” For example, the selection
criteria of restaurants and shops have changed. The top reason for selecting a restaurant
used to be ”good taste,” followed by “price” and then “cleanliness.” Today, the order of
criteria has changed to “service,” “cleanliness,” “good taste” and “price.” YCDA would
endeavor to transmit the tradition along with continuing to develop and hope making
Yokohama Chinatown as lively as ever.
Yokohama Chinatown’s official website (Administered by：Yokohama Chinatown
Development Association): http://www.chinatown.or.jp/

KONAN

International Lounge

Consultation Service with Administrative Scrivener for Foreigners
Free consultations with Administrative Scrivener, including interpretation, will be implemented for the benefit of foreign residents.
Date and Time: 1st Thursday, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Venue: YOKE, Yokohama International Organizations Center 5F, Pacifico Yokohama,
1-1-1 Minatomirai, Nishi-ku
Supported Language: English, Chinese, Spanish
Subject for consultations: Inquiries about visas, residence status, international marriage
and divorce, bringing your family to Japan, etc.
Application: By appointment only (first-come, first-served basis). Each applicant is
allocated 45 min.
Please contact the YOKE Information Corner.
Fee: Free (interpretation also free)
Inquiries: YOKE: Tel: 222-1209 (English, Chinese, Spanish), 222-1173 (Japanese)

11th Konan International Lounge Festival
Date and Time: Feb. 28 (Sun.), 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Venue: Konan Ward Culture Center “Himawari-no-Sato,” 3-min. walk from Kamiooka Sta.
Program: Morning Stage: speech presentation in Japanese
Afternoon Stage: A performance by the band “BRASS KASMISSIMO,”
song, dance, etc.
Lobby (6F): 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.: An activity introduction, exhibition sale by
registered groups
3:00 – 3:30 p.m.: You can enjoy tea from around the world!
Inquiries: Konan International Lounge, Tel: 848-0990

Kanagawa Housing Support Center

Chinese New Year 2010 in Yokohama Chinatown
This year Chinese New Year falls on February 14, and in Yokohama Chinatown a variety
of events will be held from December to the end of February, with the whole district
decorated in gorgeous colors and ornaments. Here we
introduce the main events in February.
Saichin
At this event, a lion dance visits every shop in the
district, collecting congratulatory gifts known as Saichin
that are hung outside the shop. This customs is to
celebrate the New Year and pray for good business.
Date and Time: Feb. 14 (Sun.) 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Venue: All around Chinatown
The lion dance
Chinese New Year Entertainments and Performances
A fantastic selection of public performances of Chinese traditional culture, including the
lion dance, dragon dance, as well as other dances, songs and guzheng (zither) playing.
Date and Time:
Dragon dance and lion dance: Feb. 20, 27 (Sat.) from 1:00 p.m., Feb. 21 (Sun.) from 11:00 a.m.
Dance, song and zither performances: Feb. 20, 27 (Sat.) from 3:00 p.m.
Venue: Yamashita-cho Park
Lantern Festival
The Chinese Lantern Festival is held on the 15th and final day of the New Year
celebrations. At this festival people take lanterns on which they have written messages
about their hopes and dreams to the Kuan Ti Miao (Kanteibyo) Temple, where they offer
candles and pray for peace of mind and spirit.
Date and Time: Feb. 28 (Mon.) 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Venue: Kuan Ti Miao (Kanteibyo) Temple
Inquiries: Yokohama Chinatown Development Association, Tel: 662-1252
URL: http://www.chinatown.or.jp

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Motomachi, Yokohama
Motomachi will be full of people in green, the symbol of Ireland. On March 20 (Sat.),
Motomachi Shopping Street becomes crowded with about 10,000 people enjoying the
Irish Parade.
Please come and enjoy the pipe band and drum corps,
Irish dance team and rhythmic music of Ireland led by
St. Patrick. Don’t forget to wear something green!
Date and Time: Mar. 20 (Sat.), 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Venue: Motomachi Shopping Street
Inquiries: Irish Network Japan Yokohama
E-mail: http://inj-yokohama.com/?page_id=9
URL: http://inj-yokohama.com/

The Kanagawa Housing Support Center helps foreigners and Japanese to live together in
harmony, creating a better community for all. When you need a place to live and
encounter problems, such as “I don’t know how to start” or “The landlord doesn’t want
to rent to a foreigner”, please contact the center for a consultation.
Main Activities:

・Introducing registered real estate agents who
can find apartments/houses for foreigners

・Consulting on problems with landlords, real

estate agents, etc., due to differences in
languages and customs
・ C on su lt i ng on g u a r a nt o r i ssue s a nd /o r
introducing a guarantor company
・ Consulting on language problems with real
estate agents and/or providing an interpreter
who speaks your language
・ Providing information on living in Japanese surroundings and other information
related to daily life
・Translating documents necessary for various procedures
・Helping in the preparation/filing of applications for public housing, etc.
Consultation schedule:
Day of the week

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

1:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Monday

Portuguese, English

Tuesday

English, Spanish, Portuguese

Wednesday

Chinese, Thai

Thursday

Korean, Spanish

Friday

English, Spanish

Saturday

Not set
(subject to change weekly)

Venue: Yokohama YMCA 2F, 1-7 Tokiwa-cho
Inquiries: Tel: 228-1752, Fax: 228-1768
E-mail: sumai.sc@sumasen.com URL: http://www.sumasen.com
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City Starts to Charge for
Ward Office Parking Lots from February

Ookagawa Riverside Cherry Blossom Festival

Naka Ward Office parking lots have been free of charge, but fees will be charged
from February. This change was decided in consideration of equity between those
who use public transportation and those with their own cars, for the beneficiariespay principle, and for promotion of the appropriate usage of the parking lot. However, when a person comes for various ward office services and procedures, he/she
can park free for a certain number of hours.
Park management: Designated administrator, “Park 24 Co., Ltd.”
Parking fee:
Mon. - Fri. (except holidays)

Sat.(2nd / 4th Sat. only when office is open)

8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

¥250 / 30 min.

After the first 3 hours
between 8:45 a.m. and 5:15 p.m.

¥300 / 30 min.

8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

¥250 / 30 min.

Featuring a row of 800 cherry blossom trees, a variety of events, such as music
performance and food stalls, will be held on and along the banks of Ookagawa River.

ZAIM

City
Hall

. Disabled persons and their caretaker (*1)
*1 Please show the Certificate Booklet for Physically
Disabled People, Certificate Booklet for Mentally
Disabled People, or Health and Welfare Handbook for
Mentally Handicapped People.
. Low emission cars (*2)
*2 Limited for those who use an electric car, plug-in hybrid car,
fuel-cell-powered car or natural gas fueled car. Please show
the automobile inspection certificate.

Early Music at Western-style Buildings in Yamate
The 4th Yokohama Yamate Art Festival is held as a festivity of fine arts, music,
etc. in the Yamate area. One of the main events this year is the “Early Music
Festival.” The music scene of ancient royalty will be replicated in Western-style
Buildings in Yamate.
Early Music Festival Concert (venue, date and original instruments)
・Japan Holy Catholic Church, Yokohama Christ Church: Feb. 11 (Thu., national
holiday) from 2:00 p.m.
Cembalo, flauto traverso, baroque violin, viola da gamba
・British House: Feb. 12 (Fri.) from 7:00 p.m.
Cembalo, recorder, baroque violin
・Bluff No.111: Feb. 13 (Sat.) from 6:00 p.m.
Recorder, baroque oboe, baroque violin, cembalo, flauto traverso, viola da gamba
・Berrick Hall: Feb. 14 (Sun.) from 6:30 p.m.
Renaissance flute, harp
*In addition, lecture classes will be held at Bluff No.234 and other buildings.
Inquiries (tickets, application): OFFICE ARCHES, Tel: 03-5579-8096

Free during visits for
procedures or
consultation

* Free for the first 60 min.

Inquiries: Regional Facilities Section, Civic Engagement Promotion Bureau
Tel: 671-2086 (in Japanese)
General Affairs Division, Naka Ward Office
Tel: 224-8115 (in Japanese)

Final Income Tax Return for 2009
Tax consultations and submissions will be accepted at Yokohama Naka Tax Office.
Periods for filling the tax returns and deadlines of payments for the Final
Income Tax Return for 2009
・Income Tax: Feb. 16 (Tue.) - Mar. 15 (Mon.)
・Gift Tax: Feb. 1 (Mon.) - Mar. 15 (Mon.)
・Consumption Tax and Local Consumption Tax for solo proprietors:
Feb.16 (Tue.) - Mar. 31 (Wed.)
* Open on Feb. 21 and 28 (Sun.) and final income tax returns are accepted.
Venue: Yokohama Naka Tax Office (Yokohama Naka Zeimusho), 37-9 Yamashitacho, Naka-ku
Tel: 651-1321 (in Japanese)
*A direct line for English speakers and income tax counseling in English are
available as below.
Tel: (03) 3821-9070
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
(Monday through Friday, except national holidays)
URL: http://www.nta.go.jp

“Nakakukko” Festival
This festival is a fun-filled event for children in Naka Ward with stilts and
kendama (ring and pin game) as well as various handicrafts workshops and
challenge corners. Instructions will be provided at each corner so even those
without experience can have fun at ease. Please feel free to take part in the
festival.
Date and Time: Feb. 28 (Sun.) 1:00 - 3:30 p.m. (Event will be held rain or shine.)
Venue: Motomachi Elementary School, 36 Yamate-cho
*Event is free. Please use public transportation.
Inquiries: Regional Promotional Division, Tel: 224-8137 (in Japanese)

Naka Ward
Office

Schedule
Feb. 5 to Apr. 5

Cancer Screening (Gan Kenshin)
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section,
Tel: 224-8332 BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
Stomach Cancer Screening
Feb. 19（Fri.), Mar. 12 (Fri.)
8:45 – 9:30 a.m.

Offered to those aged 40 and older, ¥1,570. Limited to 40
people per day. Applicants MUST NOT EAT after 8 p.m.
on the day before the test, but can drink until bedtime
(except alcohol). No eating and drinking on the day.

Check-ups will be held at the Naka Ward Health
Checkup and Immunization Center (HCIC) at 116
Yamashita-cho, unless rescheduled. Please
inquire in Japanese. Parking is not available.
Please use public transportation.

Yokohama
City Hall Yokohama
Stadium

Chinatown
Kanteibyo
Temple

HCIC is here

Kannai Sta.

Ishikawacho Sta.

Check-ups for Infants (Nyuyoji Kenko Shinsa)

Inquiries: Children and Families Support Section (Kodomo Katei Kakari),
Tel: 224-8171
4 months

Lung Cancer Screening
Feb. 19（Fri.), Mar. 12 (Fri.)
8:45 – 9:30 a.m.

Offered to those aged 40 and older. Limited to 50 people
per day. Fees: ¥680 for an X-ray and ¥1,350 if a sputum
examination is included.

Free for those aged 70 and older. Please bring your health insurance card and other
proof of your age.

Birthday:

Oct. 1-15, 2009

Oct. 16-31, 2009

Nov. 1-15, 2009

Feb. 16 (Tue.)

Mar. 2 (Tue.)

Mar. 16 (Tue.)

Date:

18 months
Birthday:

Jul. 1-15, 2008

Jul. 16-31, 2008

Aug. 1-15, 2008

Aug. 16-31, 2008

Feb. 9 (Tue.)

Feb. 23 (Tue.)

Mar. 9 (Tue.)

Mar. 23 (Tue.)

Date:

36 months
Birthday:
*AIDS check and medical consultation (Eizu Kensa To Soudan)
Every Thursday from 9:00 – 9:30 a.m.
Inquiries and Reservations: Health Promotion Section, Tel: 224-8332
*Reservations required in advance. The applicant may remain anonymous if he or she so chooses.

Jan. 16-31, 2007

Feb. 1-15, 2007

Feb. 16-28, 2007

Feb. 17 (Wed.)

Mar. 3 (Wed.)

Mar. 17 (Wed.)

Date:

Yokohama
Stadium

JR Kannai Sta.

Ookagawa Riverside in the twilight

Free for
60 min. parking*

NakaWard
Office

Yokohama Park

* Entering and leaving the parking lot should be within the above stated hours.

On visiting the ward office for
administrative procedures / consultations, etc.

Nihon-odori Sta.
Minatomirai Line

Naka Community
Activity Center

Venue: Ookagawa River between Sakae-bashi and Miyako-bashi
Period (event): Apr. 3 (Sat.) and 4 (Sun.)
(lantern illumination): Mar. 20 (Sat.) to Apr. 11 (Sun.)
Access: (Keikyu Line) 1-min. walk from
Koganecho Sta. and Hinodecho Sta.,
(municipal subway) 5-min. walk from
Sakuragicho Sta. and Bandoubashi Sta.,
(JR) 5-min. walk from Sakuragicho Sta.
Inquiries: Planning and Coodination
Section, Tel: 224-8128 (in Japanese)

Examples of free park for certain situations and persons:

NAKA

Hours:1:00 – 1:30 p.m.

Number tags are passed out from 12:30 p.m. to facilitate smooth and orderly procedures.
Measurements, clinical examinations, dental examinations (18 months, 36 months) and a
lecture on nutrition and dental care are provided. Please bring your Mother and Child Health
Handbook (Boshi Kenko Techo) and writing materials. Children older than 4 months must
bring the toothbrush they are currently using. A urine analysis is conducted for 3 year olds.
Questionnaires regarding check-ups in English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese and
Vietnamese are available.

International Lounge

In Naka Ward Community Activity Center
(1F of ZAIM Annex, next to Naka Ward Office)
34 Nihon-odori, Naka-ku
Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. (Tue., Sat.)
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. (Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri., Sun.)
Closed: The 4th Mon. and Year-end
Two staff are always present (Japanese, English and Chinese
are available.)
Tel: 210-0667 Fax: 224-8343
e-mail: nakalounge@yoke.or.jp
URL: http://www.yoke.or.jp/nakalounge/

●The 3rd International Understanding Seminar!
Indian people living in Yokohama - Enjoying Indian dance
Date and Time: Feb. 20 (Sat.) 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. (opens 1:00 p.m.)
Venue: Naka International Lounge
Events:
1: Indian dance performance and lecture by Emi Mayuri (Indian choreographer)
2: Seminar on “The History of Exchange between Yokohama and India”
Lecturer: Chiyo Uchida (Yokohama India Centre)
Commentator: Chandru G. Advani (Commissioner of Yokohama India Centre)
3: Tasting of samosa and chay
Fee: ¥500 (for documents and tea)
Capacity: 40 people
Applications and Inquiries: Call or mail (include your address, name and phone number)
to Naka International Lounge.
*Notice: The 4th International Understanding Seminar is scheduled on March 27 (Sat.).
Please check the website of Naka International Lounge for detail.
●An Organization Cooperating with Naka International Lounge
“Yokohama Chinatown Development Association”
−An interview with chairperson Kensei Hayashi
Yokohama Chinatown and Yokohama Chinatown Development Association boast to the world
Yokohama Chinatown was established as a foreign settlement at the time of the port

YOKE

Yokohama Association for International
Communications and Exchanges

Information Corner

opening and has been developed as Japan’s top Chinatown among the three Chinatowns in
Japan: Nagasaki, Kobe and Yokohama. It had been called “Tojin-gai” or “Nankin-gai”
until it was officially named “Chuka-gai” in 1955. You might be surprised to know that
more than 95% of visitors to Chinatown are Japanese. Yokohama Chinatown is the world’s
top Chinatown in the field of public security and cleanliness.
The Yokohama Chinatown Development Association (YCDA) was started as a shopping
district association in 1955 with 20 members. Today, 380 members are registered with
YCDA. It has stimulated the development of Chinatown by being involved in public
relations activities and establishment of Kuan Ti Miao (Kanteibyo) Temple from the very
beginning. When Chinese food bashing occurred before, they held a seminar by a specialist for shop owners on how to explain the foods safety to customers. At the same time, the
concierge system was started. They are studying every day so that any question about
culture, history, shop information, etc. from customers can be answered quickly. Also at
the regular seminars, shop owners have made their bonds tighter, which led to the creation
of a network by which they can help each other and improve themselves.
Revaitalization of the town and future of the YCDA
YCDA plans and holds various festivals such as the Ma-zu Miao (Masobyo) Festival in
March or Lantern Festival in February. YCDA does not think that Yokohama Chinatown is
merely a sightseeing spot for one-time tourists. Festivals are to be remembered by people
in hopes of reminding Chinatown and leading them to visit it again.
Once the activity is halted, it would be difficult for the town management to recover and
exceed its original state. YCDA, as one community with 230 shops, thinks networking is
essential and manages Chinatown through networking.
What the current YCDA hopes for the next generation of YCDA is “hospitality,” “the
landscape” and “attempting to incorporate the needs of the age.” For example, the selection
criteria of restaurants and shops have changed. The top reason for selecting a restaurant
used to be ”good taste,” followed by “price” and then “cleanliness.” Today, the order of
criteria has changed to “service,” “cleanliness,” “good taste” and “price.” YCDA would
endeavor to transmit the tradition along with continuing to develop and hope making
Yokohama Chinatown as lively as ever.
Yokohama Chinatown’s official website (Administered by：Yokohama Chinatown
Development Association): http://www.chinatown.or.jp/

KONAN

International Lounge

Consultation Service with Administrative Scrivener for Foreigners
Free consultations with Administrative Scrivener, including interpretation, will be implemented for the benefit of foreign residents.
Date and Time: 1st Thursday, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Venue: YOKE, Yokohama International Organizations Center 5F, Pacifico Yokohama,
1-1-1 Minatomirai, Nishi-ku
Supported Language: English, Chinese, Spanish
Subject for consultations: Inquiries about visas, residence status, international marriage
and divorce, bringing your family to Japan, etc.
Application: By appointment only (first-come, first-served basis). Each applicant is
allocated 45 min.
Please contact the YOKE Information Corner.
Fee: Free (interpretation also free)
Inquiries: YOKE: Tel: 222-1209 (English, Chinese, Spanish), 222-1173 (Japanese)

11th Konan International Lounge Festival
Date and Time: Feb. 28 (Sun.), 10:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
Venue: Konan Ward Culture Center “Himawari-no-Sato,” 3-min. walk from Kamiooka Sta.
Program: Morning Stage: speech presentation in Japanese
Afternoon Stage: A performance by the band “BRASS KASMISSIMO,”
song, dance, etc.
Lobby (6F): 10:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.: An activity introduction, exhibition sale by
registered groups
3:00 – 3:30 p.m.: You can enjoy tea from around the world!
Inquiries: Konan International Lounge, Tel: 848-0990

Kanagawa Housing Support Center

Chinese New Year 2010 in Yokohama Chinatown
This year Chinese New Year falls on February 14, and in Yokohama Chinatown a variety
of events will be held from December to the end of February, with the whole district
decorated in gorgeous colors and ornaments. Here we
introduce the main events in February.
Saichin
At this event, a lion dance visits every shop in the
district, collecting congratulatory gifts known as Saichin
that are hung outside the shop. This customs is to
celebrate the New Year and pray for good business.
Date and Time: Feb. 14 (Sun.) 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Venue: All around Chinatown
The lion dance
Chinese New Year Entertainments and Performances
A fantastic selection of public performances of Chinese traditional culture, including the
lion dance, dragon dance, as well as other dances, songs and guzheng (zither) playing.
Date and Time:
Dragon dance and lion dance: Feb. 20, 27 (Sat.) from 1:00 p.m., Feb. 21 (Sun.) from 11:00 a.m.
Dance, song and zither performances: Feb. 20, 27 (Sat.) from 3:00 p.m.
Venue: Yamashita-cho Park
Lantern Festival
The Chinese Lantern Festival is held on the 15th and final day of the New Year
celebrations. At this festival people take lanterns on which they have written messages
about their hopes and dreams to the Kuan Ti Miao (Kanteibyo) Temple, where they offer
candles and pray for peace of mind and spirit.
Date and Time: Feb. 28 (Mon.) 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.
Venue: Kuan Ti Miao (Kanteibyo) Temple
Inquiries: Yokohama Chinatown Development Association, Tel: 662-1252
URL: http://www.chinatown.or.jp

St. Patrick’s Day Parade Motomachi, Yokohama
Motomachi will be full of people in green, the symbol of Ireland. On March 20 (Sat.),
Motomachi Shopping Street becomes crowded with about 10,000 people enjoying the
Irish Parade.
Please come and enjoy the pipe band and drum corps,
Irish dance team and rhythmic music of Ireland led by
St. Patrick. Don’t forget to wear something green!
Date and Time: Mar. 20 (Sat.), 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Venue: Motomachi Shopping Street
Inquiries: Irish Network Japan Yokohama
E-mail: http://inj-yokohama.com/?page_id=9
URL: http://inj-yokohama.com/

The Kanagawa Housing Support Center helps foreigners and Japanese to live together in
harmony, creating a better community for all. When you need a place to live and
encounter problems, such as “I don’t know how to start” or “The landlord doesn’t want
to rent to a foreigner”, please contact the center for a consultation.
Main Activities:

・Introducing registered real estate agents who
can find apartments/houses for foreigners

・Consulting on problems with landlords, real

estate agents, etc., due to differences in
languages and customs
・ C on su lt i ng on g u a r a nt o r i ssue s a nd /o r
introducing a guarantor company
・ Consulting on language problems with real
estate agents and/or providing an interpreter
who speaks your language
・ Providing information on living in Japanese surroundings and other information
related to daily life
・Translating documents necessary for various procedures
・Helping in the preparation/filing of applications for public housing, etc.
Consultation schedule:
Day of the week

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

1:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Monday

Portuguese, English

Tuesday

English, Spanish, Portuguese

Wednesday

Chinese, Thai

Thursday

Korean, Spanish

Friday

English, Spanish

Saturday

Not set
(subject to change weekly)

Venue: Yokohama YMCA 2F, 1-7 Tokiwa-cho
Inquiries: Tel: 228-1752, Fax: 228-1768
E-mail: sumai.sc@sumasen.com URL: http://www.sumasen.com
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At the Yokohama Doll Museum

Sankeien Garden
◆Plum Blossom Viewing
Feb. 13 (Sat.) – Mar. 7 (Sun.)
Sankeien Garden has been a famous location of plum trees since long ago. In a
garden setting with a three-storied pagoda and other traditional buildings, the
abundantly elegant flowers of approximately 600 plum trees are free to blossom.
There is a variety of rare trees: a dragon-like Garyobai tree with foliage stretching
towards the ground and a Ryokugakubai tree, received from Shanghai, China as a
gift, with green calyxes supporting the petals. Everyday throughout this period,
barley tea freshly boiled in an old-fashioned kettle can be enjoyed in the
Hatsunejaya arbor. In addition, various events will also be held.
◆Cherry Blossom Night Viewing
Mar. 27 (Sat.) – Apr. 4 (Sun.)
The garden will be open for extended hours. You can take pleasure in the bright
cherry trees filling Sankeien Garden with color during the day and night. The
three-storied pagoda representing Sankeien and other traditional buildings will be
lit up after sunset, and you can enjoy the elegant cherry blossoms at night. Please
refrain from drinking alcohol in the garden.

Dolls on the Stage - Hina-dolls’ World The season of Hina Festival comes along in
spring. The Yokohama Doll Museum will hold
an exhibition of many precious hina dolls,
miniature furniture and utensils that are open
to the public only this season.
A pair of emperor and empress dolls of each era
from the Edo period to early Showa period will
be displayed. At the same time, other dolls of
those periods representing servants of the
emperor and empress, seated on tiered stands
will be displayed. Traditional and provincial hina dolls around the country will also
be introduced.
You can imagine how gorgeous the doll festivals were, and how gracefully the dolls
created an atmosphere during those days in the past through the display of various
types of hina dolls. Please take time to enjoy looking at the hina dolls popular at that
time and the elaborately made miniature furniture and utensils.
Date and Time: Feb. 6 (Sat.) - Mar. 14 (Sun.), 10:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
(admission until 6:00 p.m.)
Fee: ¥800 for adult, ¥200 for children（No admission fee for preschool children）

58-1 Honmoku-sannotani, Naka-ku
Tel: 621-0634 / 0635 URL: http://www.sankeien.or.jp/

18 Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku
Tel: 671-9361 URL: http://www.museum.or.jp/yokohama-doll-museum/

Flower Tour of Spring
In spring, various flowers come into bloom one after another under the warm sunshine, and
make it one of the best season for enjoying cherry blossoms. Why don’t you take a walk and
take delight in the spring wind?

Message Board

Cherry blossoms (flowering: late March to early April)
Motomachi Park: There are about 100 cherry blossom trees in the park and about 30
cherry blossom trees at neighboring Yokohama Foreign Cemetry. 7-min. walk from
Motomachi-Chukagai Sta.

“The Dining Room”
by the St. Maur High School Drama Club

Kannai Sakura-dori: There are about 60 double cherry blossom trees (Yae-zakura) on
both sides of the street. The cherry blossoms are in full bloom in late April. 3-min. walk
from Kannai Sta.
Kashiwaba Park: It’s worth taking a look at the large cherry blossoms here. When they are
in full bloom, the park appears to be flooded with cherry blossoms. 3-min. walk from
Kashiwaba bus stop.
Negishi Shinrin Park: About 340 cherry blossom trees are situated around the grassy open
space. Asahidai or Takinoue bus stop.

Naka Ward Town News Wants to Hear Your Voice

Yamate Park: The oldest western-style park. There is a grassy
open space at the deep end of the park. 5-min. walk from
Yamatecho bus stop.

The Naka Ward Town News is anxious to hear your opinions, comments and
proposals to help them respond more to your needs.
For example, please let us know things that will improve your day-to-day life,
such as garbage disposal, medical care and disaster prevention. And if there
are things you want to know about Japan, such as manners and customs,
festivals and other events, let us know. Please call or mail to Public Relations
Section, Naka Ward Office.
Tel: 224-8123
E-mail: na-koho@city.yokohama.jp

Honmoku Sancho Park: Yokohama-hizakura are planted on the
hill in the park. 2-min. walk from Wadayamaguchi bus stop.
Honmoku-dori: A row of cherry blossom trees lines up on
both sides of Honmoku-dori, extending 2 km from Makado to
Wadayamaguchi bus stop.
Ookagawa Riverside: There are about 800 cherry trees along the
banks of Ookagawa River. Hinodecho Sta. or Koganecho Sta.

Saint Maur International School High School Drama Club presents A.R.
Gurney's modern masterpiece about the places we eat in and the people we eat
with. Come join us at the table.
Date and Time: Feb. 6 (Sat.) from 5:00 p.m.
Venue: Saint Maur International School Fine Arts Centre Auditorium, 83
Yamate-cho
Fee: Free
URL: http://www.stmaur.ac.jp

Motomachi Park

Living Information Crime Prevention
It is said that Japan maintains excellent public safety. In fact, the rate of violent crime such
as murder, kidnapping, rape, robbery, etc. is remarkably low compared with other UN
countries.
However, we should stay alert and be aware of our surroundings. Yokohama is another city
where crimes take place every day. Unfortunately, Naka Ward has the large number of
criminal offences among the 18 wards.
We propose the following prevention measures against typical crimes. Everyone should be
conscious about crime prevention, so let’s work on making our town and community
resistant to crime.
◆Purse snatching
The number of purse snatching incidents had been decreasing for several years until the
year before last. But last year, it dramatically increased. To prevent snatch crimes,
preventive measures are necessary. Each individual should be careful not to give a
snatcher a chance.
・Do not place your wallet or purse in your bicycle basket or cover the basket with a theft
preventive net.
・Prepare for sudden crime incidents by carrying a portable alarm buzzer.
Hold the bag on the opposite side of traffic, near the wall.
・Watch out for suspicious motorcycles and bicycles. They might approach you from the
back by motorcycle to snatch your purse.
・Avoid streets with few pedestrians. Particular attention should be taken when walking
from a station through busy streets and into an area of few pedestrians. Try walking on
a road separated for pedestrians and vehicles.

・Look around after withdrawing cash from a bank.
・Avoid talking on a cellular phone or texting while walking. You might be distracted.
◆Auto theft, car break-in
The number of car break-in crimes in Naka Ward has increased recently. It is important to
take theft preventive measures thoroughly and consciously.
・Do not place your valuables, money, purse, etc. in your car. Hide automotive
equipments such as a car navigation equipment or audio equipments.
・Remove the engine key and make sure the car is locked. Even for a short period of time,
be sure to remove the key, shut the windows and lock the doors. Do not keep a spare
key in the car or under the bumper with tape.
・Install an alarm equipment.
・Use a handle lock bar.
◆Bicycle, motorcycle theft
Naka Ward has the largest number of bicycle thefts of street
criminals. The main preventive measure for two-wheel vehicle
is “two locks.” By using two locks, theft crimes decrease
because more time is required to steal them.
・Lock your vehicle when you leave it, even for a short period
of time. Use handle locks on a motorcycle.
・Use an auxiliary lock such as a wire, chain, or U type lock. Tie a
vehicle to a fixed object like a pole.
・Register for theft prevention.
・Avoid parking on streets. Park in bicycle parking lots.
Inquiries: Regional Promotion Division, Tel: 224-8132 (in Japanese)
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Have You Fully Prepared for Disaster to Strike?
Japan is an earthquake-prone country. Over recent years there have been a number of large-scale earthquakes that have inflicted tremendous damage. You may have seen
images on television of regions that have been struck by heavy damage and of people forced to live in evacuation centers, for example.
No one knows where and when a disaster like a large earthquake will strike. Therefore, it is essential to be prepared in advance. Making preparations will help to reduce
damage when disaster strikes and will also be crucial for ensuring your own personal safety. Please be sure to regularly check your preparedness for disaster.

Safety measures in the home
・Prevent furniture toppling over and position your furniture in a
position that would prevent you from being trapped or pinned
down.
・Ensure that lighting, etc., does not fall from the ceiling.
・Prevent glass windows or cupboards from shattering.
・Check the earthquake resistance of wooden houses and
implement reinforcement measures if necessary.
・Make sure you know the location of evacuation sites and routes.
・Decide how you will confirm the safety of your family and how
to contact each other in a
disaster.

Don’t forget to store supplies, including water and food
Store a three-day supply of the items that you and your family will require, including water, food, toilet bags, etc.
Quantity guide: Water – 3L per person per day × 3 days
Toilet bags: 5 per person per day × 3 days

When an earthquake strikes
Protect yourself from the earthquake tremors
・Protect your head
・Immediately turn off any gas appliances or other sources of fire
・Open a door, etc., to ensure you have an escape route
・Get under a table and hold it by the legs
・Do not run outside in panic
・Do not use the elevator
・Assist others around you
・Obtain accurate information by the television, the radio, etc
*Foreign Language Emergency Broadcasts
Radio: InterFM (Tokyo 76.1 MHz, Yokohama 76.5 MHz)
Broadcasts emergency and safety information in English,
Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese, Tagalog, Thai and
Indonesian.
TV: NHK and BS1/BS2, bilingual channel (English)

Multi-lingual disaster prevention manual
Last year, the City of Yokohama compiled a pocket-size
Disaster Preparedness Manual for Foreigners in Japanese,
English, Chinese and Korean. This manual includes
information on disaster preparedness measures and
evacuation methods and also functions as an evacuation card,
with a place for you to fill in your name and emergency
contact information, etc. This manual is available at City Hall
and other ward offices and can also be downloaded from the
website. The website version also features versions of the
leaflet in Spanish, Portuguese, Tagalog, Vietnamese, Thai and
Indonesian, in addition to the languages mentioned above.
URL: http://www.city.yokohama.jp/
me/keiei/kokusai/foreigner/saigai.html
Inquiries: Office of
International Policy, Yokohama,
Tel: 671-3826

List of Items to Take with You in an Emergency
Use this list as a reference to prepare emergency items that your family would need in the event of disaster:
Water
Food
Toilet bags
Toilet paper
Cotton gloves
Underwear, towels
Rainwear
Emergency medical supplies

Evacuation sites and how to evacuate
If your house is in a dangerous condition or has collapsed, please evacuate to one of the
following areas, depending on your situation: park or vacant lot, wide area evacuation site
(koiki hinan basho), local disaster preparedness center (chiiki bosai kyoten).
Park or vacant lot: If you are in danger of fire or house collapse, the first place you should
head for is a park or vacant lot.
Wide area evacuation site: In the event of a large-scale fire, go to a wide area evacuation
site for your protection.
Local disaster preparedness center: If you cannot return home because it has burned
down or collapsed, go to the disaster evacuation site (local disaster preparedness center).
These centers function as temporary living accommodations and distribute food, water and
emergency goods, as well as providing information and enabling you to confirm the safety
of your family.
Local medical aid center: With the
cooperation of the Yokohama Medical
Association, Yokohama
Pharmaceutical
Association and other organizations a
medical aid team will be formed and doctors
and nurses will provide emergency medical
care there.

Lighters/matches
Knife/can opener
Portable radio
Flashlight
Sturdy shoes
Rope
Water flask
Disaster hood or other headgear

Wrapping paper/plastic wrap
Plastic bags
Map
Pens/stationery
Cash and a copy of your bank book
Personal ID, copy of your health insurance certificate

Delivery Service of Water for Times of Disaster
The Waterworks Bureau provides delivery service of extra
supplies of canned water within the city for disaster supply
storage.
Charge for water: 350ml × 24: ¥1,200
Charge for delivery: 1-10 sets: ¥200,
11 sets and more: free
*Cash on delivery only
Storage period from
manufacturing date:
5 years
Inquiries: Tel: 847-6262,
Fax: 848-4281（in Japanese）

. Local Disaster Preparedness Center (Chiiki bosai kyoten)
School Name

Areas covered

Kitagata Elem. School

165 to 171 Yamate-cho, 1 & 2 Ueno-cho, Suwa-cho, Nishinoya-cho,
Chiyozaki-cho, Kitagata-cho, Shin-Yamashita 1 to 3 chome

Motomachi Elem. School

Motomachi, Yamate-cho (except 165 to 171), 3 & 4 Ueno-cho,
Ishikawa-cho, Kashiwaba, Myokojidai

Honcho Elem. School ＋

1 Akamon-cho, Hanabusa-cho, Hatsune-cho, Kogane-cho, Hinode-cho, 1 to 3 Hanasaki-cho,
Kaigan-dori, Miyagawa-cho, Motohama-cho, Minato-cho, 1 to 3 Sakuragi-cho, Sumiyoshi-cho,
Tokiwa-cho, Shinko 1 & 2 chome, Masago-cho, Aioi-cho, Ota-machi, Uchida-cho, MinamiNaka-dori,
Onoe-cho, Benten-dori, KitaNaka-dori, Noge-cho, Hon-cho, Nihon-odori, Yokohama-Koen

Tateno Elem. School

Sagiyama, Yamato-cho, Takenomaru, Mugita-cho, Tateno

Otori Elem. School

Kominato-cho, Hongo-cho, 131･132･151･158･170･303 Honmoku-Arai, Honmoku-Juniten,
Honmoku-cho, Honmoku-Manzaka, Honmoku-Midorigaoka, Wadayama

Yamamoto Elem. School
＋

Negishidai, Yamamoto-cho, Terakubo, Nishi-Takenomaru,
Oshibadai, Ohira-cho, Tsukagoshi, Minosawa

Makado Elem. School ＋ Negishi-cho, Chidori-cho, Honmoku-Makado, Honmoku-Arai (except 131･132･151･158･170･303),
Honmoku-Sannotani, Honmoku-Osato-cho, Negishi-Kazodai, Ikebukuro

. Wide-area Evacuation Site (Koiki hinan basho)
Major Evacuation Site around Naka Ward
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Yokohama Koen

Yamashita Koen

Honmoku-Sancho
Koen Region

Minato-noMieru-Oka Koen

Momijigaoka Region

Nogeyama Koen

Negishi Shinrin Koen

Honmoku-Minami
Elem. School ＋

Kamome-cho, Nishiki-cho, Toyoura-cho, Honmoku-Motomachi,
Honmoku-Futo, Minami-Honmoku

Honmoku Elem. School

Honmoku-Hara, Honmoku-Wada, Honmoku-Miyabara

Minato Junior HS. ＋

Yamashita-cho

Yoshida Junior HS.

Isezaki-cho, Hagoromo-cho, Yoshida-machi, Wakaba-cho, Akebono-cho, 5 to 9 Choja-machi,
Fukutomi-cho-Nishi-dori, Fukutomi-cho-Naka-dori, Fukutomi-cho-Higashi-dori, Horai-cho,
Sueyoshi-cho, Suehiro-cho, Yayoi-cho

Fujimi Junior HS. ＋,
Yokohama Sogo HS.

Okina-cho, Yoshihama-cho, Miyoshi-cho, Yamabuki-cho, Yamada-cho, Kotobuki-cho,
Matsukage-cho, Chitose-cho, Ogi-cho, 1 to 4 Choja-machi, Furo-cho, Fujimi-cho, Bandai-cho

Nakaodai Junior HS.

Negishi-Asahidai, Takinoue, Nakaodai, Mameguchidai, Yaguchidai

*Schools indicated + serve as local medical aid centers.
. Cooperating as a volunteer
You can find shelter in the local disaster preparedness center, where food, water, rescue kits, first-aid
kits and other daily items are stored. Operations in the center, such as serving food or the provision of
relief supplies is handled by local people. Please give a hand in times of disaster or during disaster drills.
Volunteer nursing staff will also be welcomed at the local medical aid centers.
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