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Let’s Go Out with the Kids!
Spring Outing Spots in Naka Ward

Note: The events/activities might be
cancelled or changed due to electric outages, etc., caused by the earthquake
that originated in the Pacific Ocean off
the coast of the Tohoku region. Information related to the earthquake disaster is
posted on Naka Ward’s Web site.

Spring has finally come after an exceptionally cold winter this year. During the winter season, many people must have hesitated to venture out from their warm, cozy rooms.
There are many facilities in Naka Ward where families, especially children, can enjoy. There are both indoor and outdoor facilities for exercise. Why not visit them and have
fun? Because they are all nearby, you can visit them on weekends or during the Golden Week holidays without prior planning. There is basically no English-speaking staff at
these facilities, so if possible, please have someone who speaks Japanese accompany you.
By the way, have you noticed the big white bird that appears in some of the pictures here? He is Swingy, Naka Ward’s seagull mascot. He sometimes appears at Naka Ward
events. Please feel free to greet him if you see him at events. He will be happy to take pictures with you.

● The Equine Museum of Japan and the Pony Center
Ride a Real Horse
The Pony Center breeds
ponies, miniature horses, and
other types of horses. You can
freely watch them on riding
grounds and in stables every
day. Also, you can participate
in events that are aimed at helping you get closer to horses.
The Equine Museum of
Japan exhibits various items
related to horses and their relationship with people. Aside
from the permanent exhibition,
special exhibitions are occasionally held, featuring a wide
range of areas, such as natural
history, history, folklore, art,
and horse racing.

◆Experience!

Horse Rides (Only for Visitors to the Equine Museum of Japan)
Every third Sunday of the month (and the first Sunday of the month in April and
from July to October)
Carriage Rides: 1:30–1:45 p.m. (application from 10:00 a.m.)
Eligibility: Infants and toddlers (preschoolers) and their guardians
Note: Applications accepted on the day of the ride on a first come,
first served basis
Pony Rides: Application: 1:30–2:15 p.m.
Eligibility: Toddlers (preschoolers 3 years old and older)
Horseback Riding: Application: 1:45–2:15 p.m. (Applications accepted after
the carriage ride)
Eligibility: Those of elementary school age and older
Giving Carrots to Horses (Free of Charge)
Every Saturday, 1:30–1:45 p.m.
You can give carrots to horses and watch them eat.
The Equine Museum of Japan and the Pony Center

Carriage ride

Hours: 10:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. (closed on Mondays and April 19–22)
Admission: ¥100 for adults,¥30 for elementary, junior high, and high school
students (¥200 for adults between April 23 and June 5)
Address: 1-3 Negishidai, Naka-ku   Directions: Takinoue bus stop (city bus)
Tel: 662-7581 (in Japanese)

Pony with Swingy

● Oak Lodge, Kashiwaba Park’s Log House for Children
Have an Adventure in a Log House!
Oak Lodge, a children’s log house in Kashiwaba
Park, is a place where children, both elementary
school pupils and junior high school students, can
have a lot of fun. Preschool children also can play
in the log house if they are accompanied by their
guardians. Try out the exciting play equipment,
such as the climbing net, ball pit, spiral slide, and
underground maze. In addition, there is a quiet
place where you can read a book and a space
where infants can play. The latter is equipped with
blocks, a mattress, and ring toss games. The facility is a perfect place for children to develop creativity and expressiveness.

◆Experience!

Along with the equipment described above, there
are “minisections” on specific days of the week.
10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Coloring Pictures: Monday to Wednesday and
Saturdays
Origami: Thursdays, Fridays, Sundays, and
national holidays
Oak Lodge, Kashiwaba Park’s Log House for Children

Children scaling the climbing net

Hours: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (closed every second Monday of the month)
Address: 89-1 Kashiwaba, Naka-ku
Directions: A 15-minute walk from JR Yamate Station or a 5-minute walk
from Yamamoto-cho 1-chome Kaikan-mae bus stop (city bus)
Tel: 641-1169 (in Japanese)

● Other Experience-Oriented Facilities
• Newspark, the Japan Newspaper Museum
Make Your Own Newspaper
You can make your
very own newspaper
(A3 size, color) using
a personal computer.
Write a simple article
and have your photograph taken; they will be
used to produce a news“We are on the paper!”
paper for you to take home free of charge.
Hours: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. (It takes approximately
30 minutes to make a newspaper.)
Note: If there is a group reservation, individual visitors will not be able to do this activity. Please call
beforehand to make sure that there are no group reservations.
Newspark, the Japan Newspaper Museum
Hours: 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (closed on Mondays [open if
Monday is a national holiday or substitute holiday, in which case
the museum is closed the following weekday])
Note: Admission until 4:30 p.m.
Admission: ¥500 for adults, ¥300 for high school students, free
of charge for junior high school students and younger children
Address: 11 Nihon-odori, Naka-ku (inside the Yokohama Media
and Communications Center)
Directions: Connected directly to Nihon-odori Station on the
Minato Mirai Line
Tel: 661-2040 (in Japanese)

• NHK Yokohama Broadcasting Station
Try Your Hand at Being a Newscaster
You can experience
what it feels like to
be a newscaster in the
lobby. You can also
watch archived NHK
programs freely in
the lobby’s library
section.
Now on air!

NHK Yokohama Broadcasting Station

Hours: 10:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.
Admission: Free
Address: 281 Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku
Directions: A four-minute walk from Exit 3 of Nihon-odori
Station or Exit 1 of Motomachi-Chukagai Station on the Minato
Mirai Line
Tel: 212-2822 (in Japanese)

• Sankeien Garden
Experience the Tea Ceremony
You can experience the
tea ceremony in the lobby
of the Sankei Memorial
and get a glimpse into traditional Japanese culture.
Enjoy the taste of matcha
(green tea) accompanied
by Japanese sweets.
“Does it taste sweet or bitter?”
Ceremony Hours: 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Ceremony Fee: ¥400
Sankeien Garden

Hours: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (admission until 4:30 p.m.)
Fee: ¥500 for adults, ¥200 for elementary school students
Address: 58-1 Honmoku-sannotani, Naka-ku
Directions: A five-minute walk from Honmoku Sankeien-mae
bus stop (city bus)
Tel: 621-0634 (in Japanese)

● Meet Swingy
You know how Naka Ward is filled with seagulls. Also, Yokohama has
strong ties with Japan’s jazz history. Swingy, the jazz-playing seagull, is a
combination of these two local features and became the ward’s mascot in
2007, when the city celebrated its 80th anniversary. Swingy loves events,
visiting even small gatherings. He sometimes looks goofy but is popular
among citizens with his charming character.
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Naka Ward Office Open on 2nd
and 4th Saturdays
Many people start a new life in April. If you cannot visit Naka Ward Office on
weekdays to report changes in address, etc., due to a busy schedule, please come
on the second and fourth Saturdays. Because service availability and hours are different from those of weekdays, please call in advance to confirm.
Open: Second and fourth Saturdays of the month
Hours: 9:00 a.m.–12 noon
Division

Service Available
Family register notification (marriage, birth, divorce, etc.); change-of-address
Family Registry Div.
notification; seal registration; non-Japanese (alien) registration; issuance of
Tel: 224-8291
copy of family register, copy of resident registration, and seal registration
(in Japanese)
certificate; etc.
Various reports on and application to enroll in National Pension Plan;
Insurance and Pension Div.
inquiries about National Health Insurance, nursing care insurance, latter-term
Tel: 224-8315
elderly medical insurance program, special health examination, and health
(in Japanese)
guidance; application for various medical subsidies; etc.
Children and Families
Application for and report on changes in address in relation to child
Support Div.
allowance, issuance of Mother and Child Health Handbook, moving-in
Tel: 224-8170
notification in relation to the issuance of the handbook
(in Japanese)

Notes:
1. The issuance of basic resident register cards and other services related to the
basic resident register network are not handled on Saturdays.
2. Some services that require confirmation by other local governments or social
insurance offices may not be completed on the day of application.
3. Some certificates may be issued at Yokohama City administrative service
corners even on days the ward office is closed. Please refer to the following
Web site for information on the location of these corners.
http://www.city.yokohama.lg.jp/shimin/koho/lifeguide/en/35city-ward.html

Household Fire Alarm Devices
A number of people die from the failure to escape in case of residential fires
every year. The early detection of a fire is especially important to prevent fire disasters, and the installation of household fire detectors is required of all residences
except for multifamily housings where automatic fire alarm systems are installed.
The deadline for existing constructions is May 31. Please confirm the installation
condition in your house.
Installation Deadline (in Yokohama): New constructions: Jun. 1,
2006; existing constructions: by May 31, 2011
Installation Location: Bedroom, stairs, kitchen, etc.
Type: Smoke or thermal (for kitchen use only)
* Sold at home appliance retailers, home improvement retailers, gas
equipment dealers, etc.
* NS mark: Devices that are tested and approved are labeled with this
mark. It is recommended that you install devices with the NS mark.
* Beware of vicious door-to-door selling.
Inquiries: Fire Prevention Division, Naka Fire Station, Tel: 251-0119 (in Japanese)

Health Checkup Information

Dates: Apr. 22 (Fri.) 8:45-9:30 a.m.
Application: Apr. 19 (Tue.)

Lung Cancer Screening
Apr. 22 (Fr i.) 8:45-9:30 a.m.
Application Limit: Apr. 19 (Tue.)

Offered to those age 40 and older; ¥1,570; limited to 40 people per day; applicants MUST NOT EAT or DRINK after 8:00
p.m. on the day before the test. No eating or drinking on the
day of the checkup

Offered to those age 40 and older; limited to 50 people per
day; fees: ¥680 for an X-ray and ¥1,350 if a sputum examination is included

Free for those age 70 and older; please bring your health insurance card and a document to
prove your age.

Checkups for Infants (Nyuyoji Kenko Shinsa)
Inquiries: Children and Families Section (Kodomo Katei Kakari), Tel: 224-8171
4 months
Birthday Nov. 16-30, 2010

Dec. 1-15, 2010

Dec. 16-31, 2010

Jan. 1-15, 2011

Date

Apr. 19 (Tue.)

May 10 (Tue.)

May 18 (Wed.)

Birthday Sep. 1-15, 2009

Sep. 16-30, 2009

Oct. 1-15, 2009

Oct. 16-31, 2009

Date

Apr. 26 (Tue.)

May 24 (Tue.)

May 31 (Tue.)

Birthday Mar. 1-15, 2008

Mar. 16-31, 2008

Apr. 1-15, 2008

Apr. 16-30, 2008

May 1-15, 2008

Date

Apr. 20 (Wed.)

May 11 (Wed.)

May 25 (Wed.)

Jun. 1 (Wed.)

Apr. 5 (Tue.)

Date
Apr. 1 (Fri.), PM

HCIC*

116 Yamashita-cho

Ishikawa-cho Renko-ji Temple

3-128 Ishikawa-cho

Apr. 4 (Mon.), AM

Miyagawa Chonai Kaikan

1-14 Miyagawa-cho

Apr. 4 (Mon.), PM

Hatsuko Chonai Kaikan

2-36 Hatsune-cho

Apr. 6 (Wed.), AM

Honmoku-Negishi-chiku Fukushi Bunka
Senta (Welfare and Culture Center)

34-6 Honmoku
Motomachi

Apr. 6 (Wed.), PM

Negishi-cho Jichi Kaikan

3-156 Negishi-cho

Apr. 7 (Thu.), AM

Honmoku 2-chome Hokubu Chonai Kaikan

2-357 Honmoku-cho

Apr. 7 (Thu.), PM

Oshibadai Koen (park)

Apr. 12 (Tue.), AM

Yamato-cho Tateno Chonai Kaikan

1-16 Yamato-cho

Apr. 12 (Tue.), PM

Mameguchidai Kami Chonai Kaikan

125 Mameguchidai

Apr. 13 (Wed.), AM & PM

Shinhonmoku Koen (park)

20-1 Honmoku-Wada

Apr. 15 (Fri.), AM

Ueno-cho Tobu Jichi Kaikan

1-28 Ueno-cho

Apr. 15 (Fri.), PM

Kitagata Rojin Ikoi-no-Ie

1-47 Kitagata-cho

HCIC*

116 Yamashita-cho

Apr. 18 (Mon.) AM & PM

* Health Checkup and Immunization Center
• If there are any changes in the details of your dog’s registration, such as address
or name, or if the dog has died, you must report to the Food Sanitation Section.
Please bring the dog license with you.
• Vaccinations are available at veterinary clinics; however, you are required to register the vaccination at the Environmental Sanitation Section. After getting a vaccination for the dog, you will receive a rabies vaccination certificate. Please
bring that to HCIC.
Inquiries: Environmental Sanitation Section, Tel: 224-8339 (in Japanese)

Naka Ward Cleanup Day! 2011
Cleanup Tour
Let’s clean up the town to make it more beautiful and a good place to live
while strolling the sightseeing spots and historical monuments from Sakuragicho
Station to Yamashita Park. Participants should meet at the assembly point and
will be handed cleaning tools. Coming in midway is also welcomed.
Date and Time: May 28 (Sat.), 8:45 a.m.
Assembly Point: JR Sakuragicho Sta., near the moving walkway
Inquiries: Regional Promotion Division, Tel: 224-8140 (in Japanese)

Schedule
Apr. 5 to Jun. 5

Naka Ward
Office

Yokohama
City Hall Yokohama
Stadium

Chinatown
Kanteibyo
Temple

HCIC is here

Kannai Sta.

Ishikawacho Sta.

AIDS Check and Medical Consultation (Eizu Kensa to Soudan)

Every Thursday
9:00-9:30 a.m.
Inquiries and Reservations: Health Promotion Section, Tel: 224-8332
*Reservations are required. The applicant may remain anonymous if he or she so chooses.

Vaccinations (Yobo Sesshu)
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section, Tel: 224-8332
A BCG for 3- to 6-month-olds should be received by your child before he/she reaches 6 months of age.
BCG DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis), DT (diphtheria, tetanus), and the measles and rubella
vaccinations are provided at medical institutions in the city. For children age 1, the measles and rubella
vaccination should be administered before any other vaccinations are received.
Other vaccinations should be avoided for 6 days after DtaP, JE (Japanese encephalitis), influenza, and
hepatitis B virus vaccinations are received. Other vaccinations should be avoided for 27 days after the
BCG, polio, and measles and rubella vaccinations are received. The city of Yokohama has suspended
the provision of JE vaccinations.

Date
Apr. 7 (Thu.)

36 months
Apr. 6 (Wed.)

Venue (Kaikan [Assembly Hall])

Apr. 1 (Fri.), AM

Polio vaccination for infants/children 3 months to 7 and a half years old
1:30-2:45 p.m.
Please have two polio vaccinations administered at a 41-day interval.

18 months
Apr. 12 (Tue.)

Dogs must be registered after birth and given rabies vaccinations every year.
Eligibility: Dogs 91 days old and older
Time: AM (10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon), PM (1:30–3:00 p.m.)
Fee: ¥6,500 (¥3,500 for dogs already registered)

Checkups will be held at the Naka Ward Health
Checkup and Immunization Center (HCIC) at 116
Yamashita-cho unless rescheduled. Please inquire in
Japanese. Parking is not available.
Please use public transportation.

Cancer Screening (Gan Kenshin)
Application & Inquiries: Health Promotion Section
Tel: 224-8332
Stomach Cancer Screening

Dog Licenses and Rabies Shots

Time: 1:00-1:30 p.m.
Number tags are passed out from 12:30 p.m. to facilitate smooth and orderly procedures.
Measurements, clinical examinations, dental examinations (18 months and 36 months), and a lecture
on nutrition and dental care are provided. Please bring your Mother and Child Health Handbook (Boshi
Kenko Techo) and writing materials. Children older than 4 months must bring the toothbrush they are
currently using. A urine analysis is conducted for 3-year-olds. Questionnaires regarding checkups in
English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese, and Vietnamese are available.

Apr. 14 (Thu.)
Apr. 21 (Thu.)
Apr. 28 (Thu.)
Jun. 12 (Thu.)

Eligibility (Residents of the Neighborhoods Listed Below)
Sagiyama, Takenomaru, Ueno, Mugita, Yamato, Myokojidai, Tateno,
Nishinoyacho, Kashiwaba, Yaguchidai, Honmokumidorigaoka, Nakaodai,
Mameguchidai, Yamate, Ohira, 1 to 5 Yamamoto, Minosawa, Oshibadai,
Nishitakenomaru, Terakubo, Takinoue, Negishidai, Tsukagoshi, Negishiasahidai
Honmokuhara, Honmokusannotani, Honmokuosato, Honmokumotomachi,
Negishi, Honmokumakado, Honmokuarai, Ikebukuro, Negishikazodai, Nishiki,
Honmokumiyabara, Honmokuwada
Yamashitacho, Shinyamashita, Motomachi, 1 to 4 Chiyozaki, Suwa, 1 to 2
Kitagata, Kominato, 1 to 2 Honmoku, 1 to 3 Hongo, Honmokumanzaka
All others
Those who did not get vaccinated on the days listed above

Note: If circumstances prevent you from showing up on the day listed for your neighborhood, you can
show up on one of the other days listed.
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NAKA

International Lounge

Naka International Lounge
Japanese Lesson for Newcomers

Sankeien Garden

Yokohama Museum of Art

Nihon-odori Sta.

Naka Community
Activity Center

ZAIM

NakaWard
Office

Yokohama Park

City
Hall
JR Kannai Sta.

Yokohama
Stadium

HO
ON
DA
ONG A
YA Lounge
K
International Exchange Center
International
Lecture on PC Usage for Foreign Residents

This class, aimed at beginners, fully supports foreign residents who have started
Event at
their new lives in Yokohama. The course is twice a week and consists of 30
lessons. The curriculum helps you learn practical Japanese systematically. (You
can take up to two courses.)
During the course, there is an orientation that lets you know information useful
for your daily life in English and Chinese, such as international exchange events
and the way to request a volunteer interpreter.
Date and Time: Tuesdays and Thursdays from May 19 to Oct. 13 (except from
Jul. 15 to Aug. 31 and on national holidays), 10:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Application: Call or come in person to Naka International Lounge for a level
check.
Eligibility: Those who are 16 years old or above and live or work in Naka Ward
Class: Small-group lessons, introductory class and beginners’ class
Fee: ¥6,000 per course (30 lessons)
Minatomirai Line

In Naka Ward Community Activity Center
(1F of ZAIM Annex, next to Naka Ward Office)
34 Nihon-odori, Naka-ku
Hours: 10:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. (Tue. and Sat.)
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri., and Sun.)
Closed: The 4th Mon. and Year-end
Two staff are always present. (Japanese, English, and Chinese
are available.)
Tel: 210-0667, Fax: 224-8343
E-mail: nakalounge@yoke.or.jp
URL: http://nakalounge.main.jp/

The 27th U.S. Navy Negishi Friendship Day
The U.S. Navy Negishi Housing will celebrate its annual Friendship Day. It is an
open-gate festival. A full day of activities and entertainment is planned, including a
performance by the U.S. Navy 7th Fleet Band, both American and Japanese food
stands, and more!
Date and Time: Apr. 16 (Sat.), 11:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. (will be held the following
day, same time, in the event of rain)
Venue: Negishi U.S. Navy Housing Area, Community Center Parking Lot
Access: (1) From Negishi Station on the JR Negishi Line: City bus #21 (bound for
Sakuragi-cho), get off at Asahidai bus stop, an eight-minute walk
(2) From Yokohama Station: City bus #103 (bound for Negishidai), get
off at Negishidai bus stop, a one-minute walk
Notes:
1. No personal vehicles are allowed (please use public transportation).
2. Baggage checks will be conducted.
3. An ID check may be conducted. Please bring a proper photo ID, such as a driver’s license with permanent address, passport, alien registration card, or resident
card with picture.
4. Depending on the circumstances, entry may be limited.
Fee: Free
Inquiries: Tel: 281-4120 or 281-4101

Date and Time: Thursdays from May 19 to Jul. 14, 1:30–3:00 p.m.
Venue: Yumeooka Office Tower 13F, 1-6-1 Kamiookanishi, Konan-ku
Application: Apr. 20 (Wed.)–May 11 (Wed.)
*Guidance session on May 12 (Thu.), 1:30–2:00
p.m.
International
Lounge
Eligibility: Those with basic hiragana and katakana knowledge
Fee: ¥4,000 (for nine lessons, no refund)
Program Contents: Basic operation, Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Word usage,
and how to use the Internet
When you apply
(in at
person or by telephone), please inform us of your name,
Event
residential ward, contact details, nationality, and whether or not you have a laptop
PC. At the lecture, please bring your laptop PC (if available) and the tuition fee.
Inquiries: Konan International Lounge, Tel: 848-0990

NAKA

Sankeien Garden

The Yokohama Parade

The Way to theMuseum
60th Anniversary
Yokohama
of Art
Brilla Yokohama

Colorful parades with floats and marching bands are the opening act for the
month-long opening of the Port Festival.
Date: May 3 (Tue., national holiday; will be postponed if it rains)
• 10:45 a.m. Kids Parade
In front of Yamashita Park – Silk Center – Intersection in front of Yokohama
Customs House – Shinko-bashi Bridge – Red Brick Warehouse – Intersection of
Bankoku-bashi Bridge
• 11:15 a.m. Super Parade
In front of Yamashita Park – Silk Center – Intersection in front of Yokohama
Customs House – Shinko-bashi Bridge – Red Brick Warehouse – Bankoku-bashi
Bridge – Bashamichi shopping street – Isezaki-cho 1-chome to 6-chome
• 1:30 p.m. Super Exhibition
Drum and fife bands, baton-twirling teams, etc., will perform at Red Brick Warehouse.

Yokohama Spring Fair with
Flowers and Green 2011
Tulip Festival
Enjoy the grand view of 160,000 tulips waving in the wind. The festival will feature a horticultural exhibition, fund-raising for the Yokohama Greenery Fund, horticultural advisory section, sales of horticultural goods, etc. Furthermore, there will
be such attractions as rice-cake pounding and hands-on woodworking section.
Date and Time: April 15 (Fri.)–17 (Sun.), 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
Venue: Yokohama Park
Flower Bed Exhibition
Flower beds created by Yokohamabased professional landscape gardeners for a competition will be exhibited, and you can vote for the most popular flower bed.
Dates: April 15 (Fri.)–May 5 (Thu.,
national holiday)
Venue: Yamashita Park
Inquiries (for Both Events):
Yokohama Greenery Foundation, Tel:
309-2224 (in Japanese)

Message Board
Toddlers Group at Yokohama Union Church

Come join our Toddlers Group! We do storytelling, finger play, singing, dancing, and easy crafts with children age 36 months and younger and their parents
and/or caregivers. No need to make a reservation.   
Date and Time: Every Monday that our school is in session, 8:30–11:00 a.m.
(The first hour and the last half an hour are free play.)
Venue: Yokohama Union Church Sanctuary, 66-2 Yamate-cho, Naka-ku
Fee: ¥500 (second sibling ¥200)
Inquiries: Please contact Yoko or Pastor Linda, Tel: 651-5177, E-mail: yuc@
yokohamaunionchurch.org

Yokohama International Women’s Club
56th Annual Charity Azalea Tea

3

The Yokohama International Women’s Club will hold its main charity fundraising event. Those funds will be utilized to support children, women, and the
elderly in need in Kanagawa Prefecture and overseas.
Date and Time: Apr. 20 (Wed.), 12:00 noon–2:00 p.m.
Venue: InterContinental Yokohama Grand
Program: Piano concert by Mr. Yukio Yokoyama, raffle, etc.
Fee: ¥7,500 (concert and afternoon tea), ¥500 (raffle ticket)
Inquiries: K. Murata, Tel: 621-6432, Fax: 621-1456
M. Ogata, Tel/Fax: 03-6426-4558

Yokohama International School Food Fair 2011

Yokohama International School will host its annual international food fair at
its campus on Sunday, May 1. The fair will feature food and drinks from more
than 17 countries, entertainment, vendors, a children’s arcade, a raffle drawing
with more than 50 fabulous prizes, a white elephant flea market, and much,
much more! Details are as follows.
Date and Time: May 1 (Sun.), 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Venue: Yokohama International School, 258 Yamate-cho, Naka-ku
Access: A 10-minute walk from Motomachi Chukagai Station (Minato Mirai Line)
URL: www.yis.ac.jp/ff

Saint Maur International School Food Fair

Everyone is welcome to participate in our International Food Fair and have a
chance to win some wonderful prizes, including a treasure chest of quality prizes, travel vouchers, computers, and dinner vouchers. Enjoy watching live entertainment while sampling cuisine from many countries around the world. A variety of stalls, including a white-elephant stall, as well as children’s games will
make this event a special day for the whole family and friends!
Date and Time: Apr. 29 (Fri., national holiday), 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Venue: Saint Maur International School, 83 Yamate-cho, Naka-ku
Access: A 7-minute walk from Motomachi-Chukagai Station (Minato Mirai
Line) and a 10-minute walk from Ishikawacho or Yamate Station (JR)
URL: http://www.stmaur.ac.jp/

NAKA
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Event at

Historical Buildings Open to the Public in Verdurous Air—
Rinshunkaku (Important Cultural Property) and Rengein

Yokohama Museum of Art

Apr. 29 (Fri., national holiday) to May 5 (Thu., national holiday)

Two of the historical buildings in the inner garden of Sankeien, Rinshunkaku and
Rengein, will be open to the public. Also, the promenade along Choshukaku will be open so
that you can enjoy strolling in an elegant atmosphere colored by fresh green leaves.

Primula Exhibition
Apr. 14 (Thu.) to Apr. 20 (Wed.)
Primula is a traditional horticultural
plant, like the iris and morning glory, cultivated since the Edo period. About 150
lovely red and pure white flowers in
small pots will be on exhibition.
Cosponsor: Yokohama Sakuraso Society

May 22 (Sun.) to Jun. 5 (Sun.)

Primula

Approximately 100 pots of decades-old bonsai azaleas will be on exhibition. On the first
day, there will be a shaping technique contest by the exhibitors, and consultations on horticulture will be available any time.
Cosponsor: Yokohama Sankeien Bonsai Society
58-1 Honmoku-sannotani, Naka-ku Tel: 621-0634/0635 URL: http://www.sankeien.or.jp
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Living Information

Current Procedures
Alien Registration

Residence Procedures

At your local municipal office

At the Immigration Bureau

New alien registration

(Register within 90 days of arrival)
Update your card
after obtaining
approval of
change or
extension from the
Immigration Office

(Will be issued 2-3 weeks later )

Collection of Alien Registration Card

When you
changed address

change status of
residence

Application for change of
status of residence

Change of registered information on
Alien Registration
(Within 14 days after you moved)

When leaving
Japan (ending your
stay in Japan)

When you want to
extend your period
of stay

Application for extension of period stay When you want to
Change of registered information on
Alien Registration

(Within 14 days after extension or change is permitted)

When you want
to leave Japan
temporarily

Application for reentry permit

Return your Alien Registration Card
(At the port or airport of departure)

When you want
to engage in an
activity other than
Application for permission to engage in an that permitted
activity other than that permitted by the by the status of
residence

status of residence previously granted

General Information and Counseling in Foreign Languages
YOKE Information Corner
Naka International Lounge
Public Counseling Office, City of Yokohama
(Appointment and interpreter required)
Counseling Center of the Prefectural
Government

Pushkin Museum Exhibition—French
Paintings with a 300-Year History
This exhibition introduces 66 eclectic paintings from the French collection of the Pushkin
Museum of Fine Arts in Moscow. More than half of the paintings have never been on Japanese soil.
The exhibition starts from Poussin, the giant of 17th-century classicism, and then moves on to
Boucher, who represents 18th-century rococo painting, and David, the founder of neoclassicism art.
They are followed by Ingres, Delacroix, and Millet, key players in the French art scene after the
revolution. The climax of the exhibition features masterpieces of modern art, painted by such flamboyant artists as Degas, Cezanne, Gauguin, van Gogh, Picasso, and Matisse. Portrait of the Actress
Jeanne Samary, by Renoir, deserves a special mention because it is considered “the best
Impressionist portrait” and has never been to Japan.
Date and Time: Apr. 2 (Sat.)–Jun. 26 (Sun.), 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m., Fridays
until 8:00 p.m. (admission until 30 minutes before closing)
Closed: Thursdays (except May 5)
Admission: Adults: ¥1,500 (¥1,400); university and high school students:
¥1,200 (¥1,100); junior high school students: ¥600 (¥500); elementary
school students and younger children: free
*Figures in parenthesis are per-person prices for groups over 20.
*Admission is free for those with a disabled person’s handbook and one
Portrait of the Actress Jeanne
caregiver.
Samary, Pierre-Auguste
Renoir, 1877
*High school students and younger children are free every Saturday (with ©The State Pushkin
Museum
of Fine Arts, Moscow
student ID).
*Multivisit discounts: You are eligible for the group admission price (valid for one year after the
date of the admission ticket, one use per person only) by showing a previously used special exhibition admission ticket.
Inquiries: Hello Dial, Tel: 03-5777-8600 (in Japanese)
3-4-1 Minatomirai, Nishi-ku Web site: www.yaf.or.jp/yma/

Foreign Registration and Immigration Procedures

When you start life in Japan or any changes in your living situation occur, there are
some legal procedures that you will have to follow. These legal procedures are divided
into two types:
1) Procedures at the ward office for Foreign (Alien)
Registration as stipulated under the Alien
Registration Act
2) Procedures at the immigration bureau relating to status of residence and period of stay, etc., as stipulated
in the Immigration Control Act
Procedure outlines are shown below. However, the
two laws will be revised in 2012, which involve various procedural changes. The major points of the revision are described in the latter part of this article.

Arrived in Japan
and will stay longer
than 90 days

Sankeien Garden
Yokohama Museum of Art

Sankeien Garden

Azalea Bonsai Exhibition

Event at

Tel: 222-1209 Pacifico Yokohama 5F, 1-1-1 Minato Mirai, Nishi-ku
Tel: 210-0667 34 Nihon-odori, Naka-ku
Tel: 671-2306 1-1 Minato-cho, Naka-ku
Tel: 324-2299 Kanagawa Kenmin Center 2F, 2-24-2 Tsuruya-cho,
(English) Kanagawa-ku

* Please inquire about the date and time.
* If you need an English or a Chinese interpreter when going through procedures at Naka Ward Office, please call on the
International Service Staff on the second floor.

Changes to the Immigration Control Act and Basic Resident Registration Law in 2012
New System of Residence Management and Abolishment of the Current Alien
Registration System
With the increase in the number of foreign nationals entering Japan each year, the
Japanese government decided to revise the Immigration Control Act at the 171st Diet and
promulgated the revision on July 15, 2009, aiming to establish an integrated system for
residence management by combining the information collected by the Immigration Control
Act and the Alien Registration Act. In addition, the law for partial amendment to the Basic
Resident Registration Law was enacted. The amendments will come into effect within three
years after the promulgation date (around July 2012).
Major Points of the Amendments
1. Issuance of Residence Cards
The amendment would include replacing the Alien Registration Card with a Residence
(zairyu) Card, which will be issued at the airport to foreign nationals residing legally in
Japan on a medium- to long-term basis.
2. Issuance of Special Permanent Resident Certificates (Tokubetsu Eijusha Shomeisho)
Along with the new system of residence management, the alien registration certificate
(card) will be abolished. However, for the sake of special permanent residents, the Special
Permanent Resident Certificate, which certifies the legal status of said residents, will be
issued in place of the current alien registration certificate.
3. Foreign residents will be listed on the Basic Resident Registration.
The Basic Resident Registration Law, which currently does not apply to foreign nationals,
will be revised, making it applicable to foreign nationals with the aim of providing them
with better municipality services.
Note: For other points of the amendments and FAQs, please see the Web sites of the
Immigration Bureau and the Ministry of International Affairs and Communications (MIAC):
www.immi-moj.go.jp/newimmiact/newimmiact.html
www.soumu.go.jp/main_sosiki/jichi_gyousei/c-gyousei/zairyu.html
The following notice from the Immigration Bureau of the Ministry of Justice should be
particularly noted by people who worry about staying illegally:
The Immigration Bureau of the Ministry of Justice seeks to create an environment that will
encourage foreign nationals who worry about their illegal stay to voluntarily appear at a regional immigration office by publicizing the departure order system and revising the Guidelines on
Special Permission to Stay in Japan.

Editor’s Note
On Negishi Friendship Day, introduced on page 3, there are various kinds of booths,
and people gathering on-site are all sunshiny. They make you excited for just being there.
One of my memories of Friendship Day in the past is a piece of turkey leg sold there. At
first, I was surprised at the hugeness but realized that this must be American. After struggling awhile, I started munching on the big meaty leg and ate it up. Thank you for the
greatness of America!
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