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The Naka Ward Town News Is Celebrating Its 
20th Anniversary!

The Naka Ward Town News, which was launched in November 1991, marks its 20th Anniversary with this December issue. Naka Ward has 
the largest number of foreign residents in Yokohama City, with foreigners making up over 10% of the population. Faced with the challenge 
of multicultural coexistence, Naka Ward issues the only foreign-language newsletter (English and Chinese) in Yokohama’s 18 wards, so that 
foreign residents who do not speak Japanese can obtain useful information.

As we have over the past 20 years, we will continue to issue foreign-language publications and promote various activities to help deepen 
ties among Japanese and non-Japanese residents and make Naka Ward a better place to live.

Ward Chief Meets Yokohama International 
School Students in Commemoration of the 
Anniversary!

Mr. Koichi Makino, the director general of Naka Ward, held an 
informal discussion session with seven high school students of 
Yokohama International School, one of the international schools 
in Naka Ward, to mark the anniversary. The session took place at 
the Sankeien Garden, a Japanese garden that has been designated 
by the Japanese government as a place of scenic beauty, on Octo-
ber 5 (Wed.). The students, who are expected to serve as bridges 
between Japan and other countries in the future, discussed the 
charm and future of Naka Ward and their dreams with Mr. Maki-
no. After the discussion, the students were invited to a traditional 
Japanese tea ceremony. They were served tea and were also able 
to enjoy making tea on their own. 

The following is a digest of the discussion. It gives us a glimpse 
into the students’ dreams and the future that they see for the ward.

●	Sankeien Garden
This garden is known for historically valuable buildings trans-

ferred from Kyoto, Kamakura, and other places. It was opened to the 
public in 1906 by Sankei Hara, a Yokohama-based businessman who 
made his fortune in the silk trade. There are 17 old buildings in the 
approximately 175,000-square-meter garden, including 10 that have 
been designated as important cultural properties. 
Note: The latest events are introduced on page 3.
Address: 58-1 Honmoku-sannotani, Naka-ku, Tel: 621-0634
Hours: 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (Hours may differ in special situations. 
Entry is permitted until 30 minutes prior to closing time.)

●	Yokohama International School 
Yokohama International School is a coed independent school that was established by the 

international business community in Yokohama in 1924. It is the second school in the world to 
be given the title “international.” Currently, there are approxi-
mately 650 students from more than 40 countries studying in its 
pre-school and 12-year school curriculum (up until high school 
age). The school offers a high-level, balanced educational pro-
gram to global-minded students in a supportive environment. 
It aspires to help advance the students’ studies, develop their 
social capabilities, and maximize their potential to flourish as 
global citizens.

Question: What parts of Yokohama do you like?
- Osanbashi. I like the design, like the whale.
- Harbor View Park. It is beautiful and the breeze is nice.
- Negishi Park and Yamashita Park. I can play there with my family and talk to people I don’t know.
- I like the Yokohama Foreign General Cemetery and other historic spots.
- The Minato Mirai area is good because it is spacious and not as crowded as it is in Tokyo. I also like it 

because the area has a lot of greenery.
- I like both historic spots in Naka Ward and the modern Minato Mirai area. Yokohama has a good bal-

ance of the old and the new.
Mr. Makino: Most of the spots you have mentioned belong to Naka Ward. Thank you for appreciating 

the ward! The historic sites in the ward and the new Minato Mirai area are both popular 
tourist destinations. We will further strive to develop Yokohama in the field of tourism as 
one of the city’s growth strategies.

Question: What is your dream?
- I want to work in the Minato Mirai area 

because I like Japanese cars! I want to live 
off the land in the suburbs after I retire.

- I want to become a teacher. I want to teach 
all over the world and come back to Yoko-
hama International School to teach.

- I want to write books and dramas. I also 
want to direct movies.

- I want to study architecture and economics 
in the United States. After I meet my eco-
nomic and social needs, I want to become 
a professional cyclist.

- I want to go to a British university. When 
I get married, I want to bring my family to 
Yokohama to show them where I grew up.

Mr. Makino: I am happy to learn that many 
of you are thinking of work-
ing in or returning to Yoko-
hama. Please do come back 
and live in Naka Ward.

Tea Ceremony Held by Sankeien Garden Volunteers
A tea ceremony was held with the cooperation of the volunteer staff of 

Sankeien Garden. The staff explained the manners in the tea ceremony. Some 
students already had proper manners because they had been exposed to this type 
of Japanese culture through sado, aikido, or some other activity. After having 
tea, students learned how to make tea from the volunteer staff and served the tea 
to Naka Ward staff.

Question: What suggestions do you have for Yokohama? How 
do you want Yokohama to develop in the next 10 or 20 years?
- I frequently visit Yamashita Park, Rinko Park, and Honmoku Sancho Park on a 

bicycle. It would be nice if there were more places with views like these parks 
and places where you can bring along small children.

- I commute on a bicycle. It is dangerous because there are pedestrians on side-
walks and cars on roadways. I always wonder where I should ride my bike. 
Please develop infrastructure for safe traffic. 

- I want Yokohama to become an eco-friendly city, for example, one that has 
many electric cars. I also want it to become a city of artists.

- Honmoku, where I live, is nice because it has strong communal ties, but Minato 
Mirai has many visitors and thus appears to have only weak ties.

- I want stronger relations between foreigners and Japanese. I want to participate 
in sports exchanges with Japanese schools.

Mr. Makino: Yokohama is aiming to become an environmentally exemplary city 
and a creative city, in other words, an eco-friendly and artistic city, 
just like what one of you has said. Also, bicycle traffic is an impor-
tant issue we are trying to solve. 

I think holding sports exchanges is a good idea. Let’s continue 
to engage in exchanges like the one today as well.

A marvelous view of Rinshunkaku. Sankei-
en Garden is very beautiful in the rain.

Mr. Makino (director 
general of Naka Ward)

Mr. Clark (teacher) Sean

Yuma

Jun Alexander

Young-Jin

Jaeyeon

Tea ceremony

A drink of tea 
with sweets. 
“Delicious!”

We learned manners in the tea 
ceremony from volunteer staff in 
traditional Japanese costumes.

I served the tea to the 
Naka Ward staff.

I’m making tea myself.

Christian
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Schedule  
Dec. 5 to Feb. 5

Kannai Sta.

Ishikawacho Sta.

Yokohama
Stadium

Yokohama
City Hall

ChinatownChinatown
Kanteibyo
Temple

Naka Ward
Office

HCIC is here

Time: 1:00-1:30 p.m.

Number tags are passed out from 12:30 p.m. to facilitate smooth and orderly procedures. 
Measurements, clinical examinations, dental examinations (18 months, 36 months) and a lecture on 
nutrition and dental care are provided. Please bring your Mother and Child Health Handbook (Boshi 
Kenko Techo) and writing materials. Children older than 4 months must bring the toothbrush they are 
currently using. A urine analysis is conducted for 3 year olds. Questionnaires regarding check-ups in 
English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese and Vietnamese are available.

Checkups for Infants (Nyuyoji Kenko Shinsa)
Inquiries: Children and Families Section (Kodomo Katei Kakari), Tel: 224-8171

Cancer Screening (Gan Kenshin)
Application & Inquiries: Health Promotion Section
Tel: 224-8332

Free for those age 70 and older; please bring your health insurance card and a document to 
prove your age.

AIDS Check and Medical Consultation (Eizu Kensa to Soudan)
Every Thursday 9:00-9:30 a.m.
Inquiries and Reservations: Health Promotion Section, Tel: 224-8332
Note: Reservations are required. The applicant may remain anonymous if he or she so chooses.

Health Checkup Information
Checkups will be held at the Naka Ward Health 
Checkup and Immunization Center (HCIC) at 116
Yamashita-cho unless rescheduled. Please inquire in 
Japanese. Parking is not available.
Please use public transportation.

Stomach cancer screening
Jan. 27 (Fri.), 8:45 - 9:30 a.m.
Application Limit: Jan. 24 (Tue.)

Offered to those age 40 and older; ¥1,570; limited to 
40 people per day; applicants MUST NOT EAT and 
DRINK after 8:00 p.m. on the day before the test. No 
eating or drinking on the day of the checkup.

Lung cancer screening
Jan. 27 (Fri.), 8:45 - 9:30 a.m.
Application Limit: Jan. 24 (Tue.)

Offered to those age 40 and older; limited to 50 
people per day; Fees: ¥680 for an X-ray and ¥1,350 
if a sputum examination is included.

4 months

Birthday Jul. 16-31, 2011 Aug. 1-15, 2011 Aug. 16-31, 2011 Sep. 1-15, 2011

Date Dec. 6 (Tue.) Dec. 20 (Tue.) Jan. 10 (Tue.) Jan. 25 (Wed.)

18 months

Birthday May 1-15, 2010 May 16-31, 2010 Jun. 1-15, 2010 Jun. 16-30, 2010

Date Dec. 13 (Tue.) Dec. 27 (Tue.) Jan. 17 (Tue.) Jan. 24 (Tue.)

36 months

Birthday Nov. 1-15, 2008 Nov. 16-30, 2008 Dec. 1-15, 2008 Dec. 16-31, 2008 Jan. 1-15, 2009

Date Dec. 7 (Wed.) Dec. 21 (Wed.) Jan. 11 (Wed.) Jan. 18 (Wed.) Feb. 1 (Wed.)

Information for Daily Life during the New Year’s Holidays
● Ward Office Holiday Schedule

Naka Ward and Yokohama City Office—except firefighters, ambulances, city 
buses, and subways—will be closed from Dec. 29 (Thu.) through Jan. 3 (Tue.). 
Please note that the service counters may be crowded before and after the New 
Year’s holidays.
Inquiries: Tel: 224-8181 (Naka Ward main number, in Japanese)
● Garbage Collection

Collection of trash, garbage, and recyclables will stop during the New Year 
holidays. Be sure to confirm dates for each collection item at your nearest 
collection station. To learn about the collection and separation of trash, 
garbage, and recyclables, please refer to “How to Put Out Your Garbage and 
Recyclables” on the city’s website.

Also collection of over-sized items is particularly busy in December, and 
a requested collection in December may not be possible. Please apply and 
inquire at the Over-Sized Trash Reception Center.
Tel: (0570) 045-130 (in Japanese) (closed during the New Year holidays)
Application through the Internet: https://www.sodai.city.yokohama.lg.jp/(in 
Japanese) (open throughout the year)

URL: (How to Put out Your Garbage and Recyclables):
http://www.city.yokohama.lg.jp/shigen/sub-shimin/dashikata/img/english.pdf
● Medical Institutions

During the New Year’s holidays, the Yokohama City Emergency Medical 
Information Center (operating 365 days a year) can provide information on 
medical facilities available in Yokohama. The Yokohama Night-time Emergency 
Medical Center and the Naka Holiday Emergency Medical Center are also open. 
In case of an emergency, please go to either of these two centers, confirming in 
advance the hours they are open (please make inquiries in Japanese).
Yokohama Emergency Medical Center
Yokohama Night-time Emergency Medical Center: Tel: 212-3535 (1-1 
Sakuragi-cho)
Yokohama City Emergency Medical Center: Tel: 201-1199
Pediatric Emergency Telephone Consultation: Tel: 201-1174
Naka Holiday Emergency Medical Center:
Tel: 622-6372 (2-353 Honmoku)
Yokohama Dental Health and Medical Center:
Tel: 201-7737 (6-107 Aioi-cho)

Let’s Enjoy “JAPAN” 10 Times at 
“Naka Naka Ii Ne ! ” (Naka Ward, 

It’s Pretty Good !)
While you live in Japan, your friends from your home country are always reliable, 

aren’t they? What about Japanese acquaintances? Don’t you agree that connecting more 
closely with your community by having more Japanese friends and acquaintances might 
make your everyday living much more enjoyable? You may get information on your 
regional community that would be difficult to obtain otherwise. For everyday living, 
you can get help watching your children as they go to and from school, help for elderly 
persons,  and help for disasters. It’s easier to cooperate and increase safety in your 
everyday life when you are connected to the community.

Now, how can you connect with regional communities? During the year-end and New 
Year’s holidays, various traditional events are held in each district, where you will have 
more chances to see people in your neighborhood. For example, greeting your neighbors 
or going to town festivals might be the first step. Japanese neighbors also may have 
been looking for a chance to speak to foreign people. There are more Japanese than you 
imagine who want to cooperate with foreign people if they have a chance to do so. 

With “Naka naka ii ne!,” we are introducing a collection of suggestions intended 
to enable everyone living in Naka Ward, regardless of nationality, to feel assured by 
supporting each other and respecting each other’s differences. Thirteen districts of Naka 
Ward have started working on their unique projects. For the details, please see the “Naka 
naka ii ne! outline version.” 
Distributed at: Naka Ward Office, Naka-ku Welfare & Health Activities Center, 
Naka International Lounge, Naka Ward Community Activity Center, District Care 
Plazas in Naka Ward, etc.
Inquiries: Health and Welfare Div. Tel. 224-8330 (in Japanese)

Have You Applied for the Child 
Allowance (Kodomo Teate)?

The child allowance (kodomo teate) system was changed on October 1. 
Guardians of all eligible children must submit a written request (in Japanese) to 
receive the benefit. Please note that notices and forms were sent out in the end of 
October to guardians who are already receiving the benefit. Please fill the form out 
and submit it through mail.
● The amount of the child allowance has been revised.

Children under 3 years old ¥15,000
3-year-olds to elementary 
school children

1st child and 2nd child ¥10,000
3rd child and subsequent child ¥15,000

Junior high school students ¥10,000

● The eligibility requirements have changed. The major changes are 
listed below.
The allowance is not offered for children living overseas.
If a child’s parents are living separately, the allowance is offered to the parent 
living with the child.
● Please submit the form by March 31, 2012
Those who are entitled to the benefit may receive it retroactively from the October 
portion if they apply by March 31, 2012. The guardian of a child who was born in 
or who moved into the city between October 1 and February 29, 2012, is entitled to 
receive the benefit from the month after the month he/she submits the application. 

Note: Please refer to the following English Web site for further information:
http://www.city.yokohama.jp/me/kodomo/katei/kosodate/file/yoke_english.pdf
Inquiries (Child Allowance inquiries special telephone number): Tel: 330-7795 (in 
Japanese) 

Naka Ward Residents’ Musical 
The Story of Yokohama Gas Lights—“A Christian’s Magic” 2012

In the early Meiji period, there was a man who kindled lights of hope in quake-
stricken Yokohama. This is a story about the people who believed in the future and 
lived through an era of turbulent changes. 
Date and time: January 29 (Sun.), from 11:00 a.m. (first show) and from 3:00 
p.m. (second show)
Venue: Kannai Hall (A 5-min. walk from JR Kannai Sta. north exit)
Tickets: Adults: ¥1,500; junior high school students and younger children: ¥700 
Performers: 70 people aged 5–80
Inquiries: Naka Ward Residents Musical Secretariat, Tel: 641-3066 (in Japanese)

Preventive Vaccination against 
Influenza for the Elderly

Influenza begins to spread in winter every year. Keep your body healthy 
by taking preventive measures, and try to avoid infecting others. The City of 
Yokohama helps pay for preventive vaccinations for the elderly.
Period: Until Dec. 31 (Sat.) (except for the non-consultation day)
Venue: Participating medical institutions

Please ask the Health Promotion Section about eligibility, fees, etc.
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section, Tel: 224-8332 (in Japanese)
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Chinese Lesson for Beginners
Participants study Chinese language and culture in this class.

Date and Time: Sundays from Jan. 15 to Mar. 4, 10:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Eligibility: Those who are studying Chinese for the first time
Limit: 12 people
Fee: ¥8,000 (8 lessons)
Application: Call or e-mail (include your address, name, and phone number) Naka 
International Lounge starting Dec. 20 (Tue.), 10:00 a.m.
Tel: 210-0667 e-mail: nakalounge@yoke.or.jp

In Naka Ward Community Activity Center 
(1F of ZAIM Annex, next to Naka Ward Office)
34 Nihon-odori, Naka-ku
Hours: 10:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m. (Tue. and Sat.)
10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri., and Sun.)
Closed: The 4th Mon. and Year-end
Two staff are always present. (Japanese, English, and 
Chinese are available.)
Tel: 210-0667, Fax: 224-8343
E-mail: nakalounge@yoke.or.jp
URL: http://nakalounge.main.jp/

Yokohama ParkYokohama Park

NakaWard
Office
NakaWard
Office

ZAIMZAIM

Naka CommunityNaka Community
Activity CenterActivity Center

City
Hall
City
Hall

Nihon-odori Sta.Nihon-odori Sta.

JR Kannai Sta.JR Kannai Sta.

Yokohama
Stadium

Yokohama
Stadium

Minatomirai LineMinatomirai Line
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Japanese Class for Newcomers
  Two lessons per week (20 classes in total) for learning practical Japanese 
systematically
Date and Time: Mondays and Wednesdays from Jan. 16 to Mar. 21, 10:30 a.m.–
12:00 noon (except for national holidays)
Venue: YOKE, 5F Yokohama International Organizations Center at Pacifico 
Yokohama
Class: Group classes for introductory and beginner levels over 16 yrs. old
Fee: ¥10,000 for 20 classes
Limit: 36 people, on a first-come, first-served basis
Application: A level check test is necessary. Please make a reservation in advance 
by phone or e-mail.
Inquiries: YOKE Information Corner, Tel: 222-1209, e-mail (includes name and 
phone number): nihongo@yoke.or.jp

Yokohama Association for International 
Communications and Exchanges
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Let’s Get Together, Multicultural Families! “Let’s Play with the 
Babies!”
Christmas Party
Date and Time: Dec. 12 (Mon.) 10:30 a.m.–12:00 noon
Venue: Konan International Lounge
Fee: ¥200
No application needed. Come relaxed and comfortable.
Inquiries: Konan International Lounge, Tel: 848-0990, Fax: 848-3669
Notes:
1.	A reunion party will be held on Jan. 9 (Mon., national holiday), 2012.
Beginners are welcome. Please feel free to come.
2. “Let’s play with the babies” is always held on every second Monday of the 
month from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 noon (no reservation; ¥100 for participation).
Certified childcare professionals, nutritionists, and nurses will give you advice.

The 42nd Spring Kite-Flying Festival
Kite-flying (takoage) is an event to celebrate the birth of children and pray for 

their health and growth. Would you like to observe or participate in this seasonal 
tradition of the Japanese New Year at a spacious park in Negishi?
Date and Time: Jan. 9 (Mon.), 10:00 a.m.–12:00 noon (Jan. 15 in case of rain)
Venue: Negishi Shinrin Park
Access: Take city bus route 21 or 103 and get off at Asahidai stop
Fee: Participation is free.
Application: Apply by fax to Naka Ward Children’s Association after Dec. 11. 
Include your name, address and the number of people (adults, children).
Notes: 
1. Free kites will be distributed to the first 250 applicants (children).
2. Entry on the day without prior signup is available.
Inquiries: Mr. Yamaguchi, Naka Ward Children’s Association; Tel: 671-3248, Fax: 
671-3258 (in Japanese)

Start of A New Residence Management 
System

The present institute of Non-Japanese Registration will be changed in July, 2012 
and new residence management system will start.

The aim of the new system of residence management is to enable the Minister 
of Justice to continuously keep the information which is necessary for residence 
management of foreign nationals, and also to ensure further convenience for those 
foreign nationals who are residing legally in Japan. Specifically, foreign nationals 
residing legally in Japan for a medium to long term will be issued with residence 
cards. If a foreign national change workplaces or makes some other form of change, 
he or she will be required to give a notification of such change. The maximum 
period of stay, which is now 3 years for those will be extended to 5 years and a 
system of special re-entry permission will be introduced for those foreign nationals  
who wish to re-enter Japan within 1 year will, in principle, without any application 
for a re-entry permit. Moreover, the existing system of alien registration will be 
abolished upon the introduction of the new system of residence management. And 
services such as the delivery of residence certificate will start for foreign nationals 
by the amendment of Basic Resident Register Law. (certain circumstances required)

Point 1; A residence card will be issued.
Point 2; The period of stay will be extended to a maximum of 5 years.
Point 3; A system of special re-entry permission will be introduced.
Point 4; The alien registration system will be abolished.
Point 5; Basic Residence Register will be applied to foreign nationals.

More information: 
(Residence Management System) 
URL: http://www.immi-moj.go.jp/newimmiact_1/en
(Basic Residence Register) 
URL: http://www.soumu.go.jp/main_sosiki/jichi_gyousei/c-gyousei/zairyu_english.html

* Naka Ward Town News will also inform of the New Residence Management 
System and Basic Residence Register continuously after the next issue.

●Historic Buildings Open to the Public under the Autumn Foliage
Important Cultural Properties, Shunsoro/Old Tokeiji Sanctum, Yokobuean
Nov. 26 (Sat.) –Dec. 11 (Sun.)

Golden colored fallen gingko leaves cover the ground.  The vivid orange and red 
leaves of maple trees are brighter than ever. At Sankeien Garden, you will enjoy both 
historic buildings and the charm of autumn foliage.

Also, the pathway at the back of Choshukaku is open to the public. Do not miss this 
superb view.
●Enjoy the New Year at Sankeien Garden 
Kakushokaku, Yokohama City Tangible Cultural Property, Special Opening to 
the Public
Jan. 1 (Sun. Holiday)–Jan.3 (Tue.)

Kakushokaku, the old residence of Sankei Garden’s founder Hara Sankei was built at 
the end of the Meiji Period. Its reputed gross floor size is 950 m2. It is known as a place 
where many significant cultural figures such as Taikan Yokoyama, Tetsuro Watsuji, etc., 
once got together.

This is a precious opportunity in which you can see the interior of Kakushokaku, 
which is normally managed as a facility for rent.  During this special 3-day period, you 
can fully enjoy the programs in celebration of the New Year. 
●Bonsai Exhibition
Jan. 8 (Sun.)–Jan. 22 (Sun.)

Approximately 100 pots of bonsai plants such as pine, plum, maple, satsuki, etc., will 
be on display.  You can enjoy a whole natural world in the small bonsai pots.　
●Hatsu Tenjin (Sankeien Tenmangu Shrine Ceremony)
Jan. 25 (Wed.)

The Sankeien Tenmangu was formerly the Makado Shrine, which was built on a 
hillside near Sankeien by the old Takanashi family in the Edo Period.  You are welcome 
to visit the shrine to offer prayers for success in school entrance examinations or school 
achievements.  You might be given a pencil as a lucky charm (while supplies last).
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At the Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

Special Exhibition “Faience: Treasures of 
Ancient Egypt”

The blue figurines, drinking vessels, and amulets that attract visitors’ attention all 
around the world at ancient Egyptian art exhibitions are made of faience, a material 
categorized between glass and glazed pottery. Even Tutankhamen’s gold mask is 
partially inlaid with blue faience. 

Faience was used primarily for objects and architectural elements related to 
burial customs. This exhibition traces the history of ancient Egyptian faience from 
its appearance (ca. 4500 B.C.E.) to the years of its decline (ca.2nd century C.E.) 
and will provide insight into the ancient Egyptians’ concepts of life and death and 
their pursuit of “blue.” 

Brought together for the first time for this exhibition are some 150 exquisite 
pieces of ancient Egyptian faience from the collections of Japanese museums. 
Furthermore, with the expertise of INAX 
MUSEUM, visitors can rediscover the long-
lost technique of faience making.
Date: Open until Jan. 9 (Mon.), closed on 
Mondays (except Jan. 9) and Dec. 29–Jan. 3
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Admission 
until 4:30 p.m.) 
Admission: ￥500 for adults, ￥250 for 
children

12 Nihon-odori, Naka-ku  Tel: 663-2424, Fax: 663-2453  
URL: http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/
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This publication is recyclable into paper.

● Mr. Koichi Makino, director general of Naka 
Ward

Thank you for reading the Naka Ward Town News regular-
ly. I am very happy that this publication successfully marked 
its 20th anniversary. 

At the discussion session introduced on the first page 
of this issue, I met students from Yokohama International 
School who offered me their views on what attracts people 
to the ward and Yokohama, as well as their own future 
dreams. It was a significant opportunity for me to renew my 
views of the ward and develop a vision for the future. 

Naka Ward will continue to strive to improve itself as a 
city of multicultural coexistence by listening to the opinions 
of foreign residents through activities at Naka International 
Lounge and through channels such as the Naka Ward Town 
News and the Chinese town news. I would like to request 
your continued cooperation.

● Mrs. Cecilia Saito
Mrs. Saito is from Sweden. She used to 

work as a Non-Japanese Registration and 
Information staff member at Naka Ward Office. 
She helped publish Naka Ward Town News in 
its early days. She lives in Kobe now.

Congratulations on 20 Years of the Naka 
Ward Town News!

As a Naka Ward Office staff member from 
1993-2001, I also wrote articles for Naka Ward Town News. It 
was an interesting and challenging experience serving as a bridge 
between non-Japanese residents and staff. 

  I think Yokohama makes good use of the language skills of 
non-Japanese and Japanese residents at the International Loung-
es, which encourage enjoyable, local exchange. I wish Naka 
Ward, Yokohama, and the Naka Ward Town News every success 
for the future.

The 20 Years of Naka Ward Traced by the Naka Ward Town News
Many events and programs related to foreign residents have taken place in Naka Ward and Yokohama City in the 20 years since the Naka Ward Town News was first 

published in 1991. Let’s look back at the history of the events that were reported in the paper.

Editor’s Note 
In the discussion session introduced on page 1, I was 

astounded by the sound opinions of the high school students on 
their future and the future of Naka Ward and Yokohama City. I was 
also ashamed of myself for failing to sit on my heels at the tea 
ceremony, while many of the students were sitting properly.

At the end of the session, a student expressed the wish to 
strengthen ties with the Japanese people. This reminded me of 
how the March 11 Great East Japan Earthquake has inspired 
people to cherish human relations more deeply. I hope to 
contribute to deepen ties between non-Japanese and Japanese 
people through this publication and other activities.

Minato Mirai Line Inaugurated (No. 73, the January issue)
In February of 2004, the Minato Mirai Line started and linked Yoko-

hama Station with Motomachi-Chukagai Station. With the opening of 
the line, people gained substantially easier access to China Town, Osan-
bashi, the Minato Mirai area, and other tourist spots in Naka Ward.

Special Feature on Anti-Disaster Measures (No. 115, 
the February issue, etc.)

 The Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11 is 
still fresh in our minds. It is important to be prepared 
for such natural disasters because you never know when 
they might happen. The Naka Ward Town News carried 
a special feature on anti-disaster measures immediately 
before the catastrophic quake, in its February issue. The 
paper has constantly cautioned its readers about disas-
ters; for example, immediately after the Great Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake in January 1995. The first feature on 
disasters appeared in July 1993, following an earthquake 
that struck in Kushiro, Hokkaido, in January of that year.

Imagine Naka Ward in 2010 (No. 14, the January 
issue)

In 1994, Yokohama City mapped out a long-
term plan, Yumehama Plan (My Ideal Yokohama 
Plan). This was a compilation of citizens’ dreams of 
what life in Yokohama would be like in 2010. Some 
voices of Naka Ward residents (featured on the Naka 
Ward version of the plan) were as follows.

“It would be nice if citizens from other countries 
would wear their traditional dress and join in the bon 
dancing in summer.”

“Maybe men can take nursery care leaves from 
offices by then.”

Naka Ward Town News 
Celebrates Its 10th An-
niversary (No. 61, the 
January issue)

The town news cel-
ebrated its 10th anniver-
sary. The main story in 
the issue was about the 
history of Yokohama from 
the early 1900s to the year 
2000.

Global Christmas 2011
December 1 (Thu.)–25 (Sun.), 9:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. (until 
7:00 p.m. on Dec. 22–24)

Enjoy the Christmas decorations at nine buildings, includ-
ing the Western-style buildings, blue LED lights at night, 
concerts, and other events.
Inquiries: British House Yokohama, Tel: 623-7812

The theme of the 
Home of Diplo-
mat in 2000 was 
“American Christ-
mas.”

Last year’s Christmas illumination (Yamate No. 234)

2011

2004

2002

1994
What Were Foreigners’ Favorite Spots 20 
Years Ago? (No. 2, the January issue)

Foreign residents introduced their favorite 
spots in Yokohama. Compare their answers to 
those named by students of Yokohama Interna-
tional School on page 1 of this issue.

Popular spots 20 years ago: Night view of 
Negishi Horse-Racing Memorial Park, Sankeien 
Garden, the road from Yokohama Park and 
Yamashita Park to Harbor View Park, the Red 
Brick Warehouse, the Santonodai remains, etc.

1992
English Publication, Naka 
Ward Town News, Starts (No. 
1, the November issue)

The top story of the inau-
gural issue was about Richard 
Henry Brunton, a British 
architect who designed Yoko-
hama Park and Yoshida-bashi 
Bridge in the ward.

1991

Yamate Western-Style Buildings Celebrate Global Christmas 
(No. 54, the November issue)

The eye-catching Christmas decorations and events at Western-
style buildings in Yamate that became a signature December event 
started in 2000, when all of the building chiefs became women. To 

2000

Tulip Symbol and Mascot of Naka Ward Introduced!
In 2007, the 80th anniversary of Naka Ward, the tulip 

symbol and Swingy, the Naka Ward mascot, were se-
lected to represent the ward.

2007

Naka International Lounge Opens (No. 101, the October 
issue)

Naka International Lounge was opened to provide infor-

2008

In Celebration of the 20th Anniversary of the Naka Ward Town News

mation related to daily life in 
various languages. It was also 
meant to serve as a base for ex-
change, enhancing understand-
ing among residents about dif-
ferent cultures and living habits. 
Please feel free to stop by the 
facility and join in various sup-
port and exchange programs as 
well as Japanese classes. 

date, each building chooses 
a country of the year to be 
the theme for its decorations. 
You can enjoy a brilliant yet 
solemn atmosphere there.

Last year’s Christmas decoration (British House Yokohama 
[theme: Britain])

Be prepared for 
disasters! (Disas-
ter drill by local 
residents)

Practicing a res-
cue from a col-
lapsed house


