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Special Feature: Preparing for Disasters
On March 11 last year, a great earthquake hit eastern Japan and inflicted devastating damage on the Tohoku region and surrounding areas. The earthquake, which had a
magnitude of 9.0 on the Richter scale, was one of the biggest earthquakes ever to strike the country. Japan is frequently shaken by earthquakes. Have you prepared yourself against disasters that could occur at any time?
● Do you have necessities for three days in
stock?

● Have You Decided How to Contact Your
Family?

Lifelines may be cut off immediately after a disaster, and the
distribution of relief goods may also be impeded. Please stock
items that are necessary to keep you and your family alive for three
days.
・ Water: One person consumes three liters of water a day. Please
store nine liters of water per family member.
・ Emergency food: Prepare boil-in-the-bag food, canned food, and
other food that can be easily eaten.
・ Emergency toilet package: Tap water may stop in times of emergency. An emergency toilet package consists of coagulating
agents and a bag that can be attached to toilets at home. One person needs five packages per day. Please store about 15 packages
per family member (enough for three days).
If you don’t have a toilet package, you can flush waste by pouring in stored water. It is useful to store not only drinking water,
but also water for waste, etc.
・ At workplaces: Many workers could not go back home after the
March 11 earthquake because public transportation was widely
suspended. Instead of walking a long distance back home, it may
be better to spend the night at your workplace if it is safe. Please
consider storing emergency food, drinking water, blankets, etc., at
workplaces as well.

● Have You Taken Measures to Prevent Furniture from Falling?

Please fix television sets, shelves, and other furniture to prevent
them from falling and hurting people. There are tools for this purpose that can be used without damaging walls and furniture, such as
tension rods and tip-resistant devices. These tools are available at doit-yourself stores and other places.

・ Ways to check the safety of your family
Please discuss with your family members about how to verify
each other’s safety after a disaster. You can look into dialing 171 to
use the telephone emergency message or using a similar message
board service for cell phones. We also recommend that you decide
on a place to gather (e.g., a park or school near your home) in case
your house is destroyed.
If you can verify the safety of your family, you may be able to
stay at your workplace instead of walking a long distance back
home. To make a better decision in times of emergency, please
decide on how to get in touch with your family.

・ Quake-resistance check-ups
Yokohama City is checking the quake resistance of wooden
houses that were built before May 1981 free of charge. For details, contact us using the information below.
Inquiries: Yokohama Architects’ Association
Tel: 045-662-2711 (in Japanese)

● What Was It Like in Yokohama on March
11?

The Great East Japan Earthquake had a level of 7 on the Japanese seismic scale in parts of Miyagi Prefecture, which was close
to the epicenter. Powerful vibrations were observed over a wide
area in the Tohoku and Kanto regions. Here in Naka Ward, the
earthquake had a level of 5. In the Kannai area, where the ward
office is located, window glass was broken, walls fell from some
buildings, and cracks appeared on
streets.
Many foreign residents had never
experienced a quake before March
11. We have interviewed some foreigners to find out how they reacted
on March 11 and afterwards.
Q. What did you do when the
earthquake hit?
- I was in a supermarket. It was
scary because the lights went off.

I ran outdoors.
- Since I was at my child’s school, I took refuge in the schoolyard
with teachers and students.
- Even though my cellphone didn’t work, I was able to gather information and report my safety through international telephone calls.
I also used e-mails and Facebook.
- It was my first earthquake experience. Because I knew that Japan
is frequently hit by earthquakes, I was not so afraid.
Q. What troubled you the most after the earthquake? What did your relatives in your home
country say?
- I was afraid that food and drinks were contaminated with radiation. My family back home was
also concerned about what I was eating.
- It was difficult to reduce electricity use.
- I could not use gas, and that was a problem. I
think there were many foreigners who were unaware that the gas supply would be automatically
cut after a major quake.

◆ Multilingual Disaster Prevention Leaflet
Yokohama City has made a pocket-sized multilingual disaster prevention leaflet that you can
carry around. The leaflet contains cautions against earthquakes and a space to write down your
name, address, and emergency contact number. Download the leaflet, which is available in a
PDF file, print its pages onto both sides of a piece of paper, and cut it along the cutoff line.

◆ Earthquake Early Warning
Immediately before a large earthquake strikes, televisions, radios,
cell phones, and other media send out an earthquake early warning
that is accompanied by an alarm sound. You may have noticed them
since the March 11 earthquake.
The goal of the warnings is to provide you with valuable seconds
before a major tremor strikes. When the system of the Japan Meteorological Agency catches signs of a seismic P wave (early slight
tremor), it automatically calculates the intensity of the following S
wave (major tremor) for a quick dispatch of the warning. (The warning is sent when the major tremor is predicted to be just below 5 or
higher on the Japanese earthquake scale.)
When you notice the warning
You will only have a few seconds to several tens of seconds at
longest to prepare for a major tremor after hearing a warning. Please
stay calm and secure your safety. For example, if you are at home,
protect your head and take refuge under a desk, etc. If you are driving a car, don’t speed down sharply. Apply the brake gently as you
caution others around you with a hazard light.
- I respect the Japanese people because they were able to follow
rules at the shelters, even though they must have been confused
and worried.
Q. What disaster measures have you taken after the quake?
- I have purchased a set of emergency evacuation goods.
- I have put passports, bank books, cash, and other goods in a bag
to take with me in case of an emergency.
- We have agreed with the children to meet each other at school
when something happens again. We have answered a questionnaire from the school regarding how we want our
children to be protected at
school in times of emergency.
- I have taken some additional measures at home,
but I basically trust the
quake resistance of Japanese buildings.

English, Korean, and Chinese version (all languages in one leaflet)
http://www.city.yokohama.lg.jp/seisaku/kokusai/coexistence/disast/bousaia.pdf
Note: There is also a Spanish, Portuguese, and Tagalog version, and a Vietnamese, Thai, and
Indonesian version.

A New Resident Registration System for Foreign Residents Will Begin in July 2012
In accordance with the partial amendment of the Basic Resident Registration Act, foreign residents will be eligible to receive a Residence Record (juminhyo). This will make administrative procedures at your local
government simpler and more convenient. The new system will come into
effect on July 9, and at the same time, the Alien Registration Act will be
abolished.
Much more convenient!
1 Official certificates (such as copies of the Resident Record) for households composed of both Japanese and foreign residents will now list all
members, regardless of nationality.
2 When you notify your municipality of a change of address, your address will automatically be
changed for various government services, such as National Health Insurance, all at once.
3 In the past, you had to notify both the Regional Immigration Bureau and your municipality of changes to your status of residence and period of stay. Now you will only have to report to the Regional
Immigration Bureau.
Who is eligible for the Resident Record? What is listed on it?
If you are a foreign resident with a fixed abode whose status is listed in the graph below, you will be
eligible for a Resident Record. Note that temporary visitors such as tourists are not required to register.
Furthermore, both foreign nationals and Japanese citizens will have the same items, which are outlined
below, listed on their Resident Record.
1. Your Name/Name of the Householder and your relationship to them  
2. Date of Birth    3. Sex    4. Domicile   
5. Information regarding enrollment in National Health Insurance, the National Pension Plan, etc.
Besides the above, the following items apply only to foreign nationals: 1 Nationality/Region   2 Date
the person became a foreign resident in Japan. In addition, the following items will be listed depending
on your status.

Status
Medium to Long-Term Resident
(Persons holding a Residence Card)

Details of Status
Foreign nationals granted a status of residence other than the
following: 1) those granted permission to stay for less than 3
months 2) persons with temporary visitor/diplomat/official visa
status.
Persons recognized as Special Permanent Residents under the
Special Permanent Resident
(Persons holding Special Permanent Special Act on Immigration Control.
Resident Certificates)
Persons granted permission for tempo- Foreign nationals who have received a landing permit for temporary refuge or provisional stay
rary refuge pursuant to the Immigration Control Act and those who
are temporarily residing in Japan after applying for refugee status.
Persons who may continue to stay Foreign nationals who are born in Japan to foreign parents or who
transitionally in Japan by birth or those have renounced nationality. Such persons may continue to stay in
who have lost Japanese nationality
Japan for up to 60 days without acquiring a status of residence.
● Keyword
・Basic Resident Registration
This is a database of the name, date of birth, sex, and domicile of every resident. The database is organized into household units. Registering in the database facilitates the provision of various government
services to all residents. The “Basic Resident Registration Act” is the basis for this system.
・Foreign Residents
After the “Basic Resident Registration Act” is revised, it will mainly apply to foreigners with a fixed
abode who have lawfully stayed in Japan for over 3-months. Specifically, it applies to those with a Residence Card or a Special Permanent Resident Certificate.
・Residence Card
Issued by the Minister of Justice, this card will be provided to foreign residents when they are given
permission to land in Japan for the purpose of residing here for a medium to long-term period. The residence card is administered under the revised Immigration Control Act.
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Ookagawa Riverside Cherry Blossom Festival
This annual cherry blossom viewing event will take place again this year. A variety of events, such as musical performance, stamp rallying, etc., will be held at the
row of cherry blossom trees along Ookagawa River.
Venue: Ookagawa River, between Sakae-bashi and Miyakobashi
Period for events: Apr. 7 (Sat.)–8 (Sun.)
Period for lantern illumination: Mar. 24 (Sat.)–Apr. 15 (Sun.)
Access: Keikyu Line: 1-min. walk from
Konagecho Sta. or Hinodecho Sta.
Municipal subway: 5-min. walk from
Sakuragicho Sta. or Bandoubashi Sta.
JR: 5-min. walk from Sakuragicho Sta.
Inquiries: Mr. Ichinose, Chairman of
the Ookagawa Cherry Blossom Festival
Committee, Tel: 090-3420-8093 (in
Japanese)

Final Tax Return for 2011
Please file final returns for income tax, gift tax, and personal consumption tax for
2011. Please note that the place to submit the returns has been changed from the
tax office to Nisseki Yokohama Hall.
The deadlines to file your final tax returns and pay your taxes:
Income tax: February 16 (Thu.)–March 15 (Thu.)
Gift tax: February 1 (Wed.)–March 15 (Thu.)
Consumption tax and local consumption tax of personal business owners: Until April 2 (Mon.)
Venue: Nisseki Yokohama Hall
Nisseki Yokohama Bldg. 1F, 1-1-8 Sakuragicho, Naka-ku
Period: February 1 (Wed.)–March 21 (Wed.) (closed on Saturdays, Sundays, and
national holidays but open on February 19 and 26)
Hours: 8:30 a.m.–4:00 p.m. (Final returns may be submitted until 5:00 p.m., and
consultations are accepted from 9:15 a.m.)
Inquiries: Yokohama Naka Tax Office
Tel: 045-651-1321 (in Japanese)

Get Sightseeing Information from
Smart Phones!
Travelmap Yokohama (Yokohama Travel Guide), an application for smartphones that offers multilingual sightseeing information for Yokohama, is now available free of charge. You can
get information on transportation to Yokohama, accommodations, tourist spots, shopping facilities, restaurants, and monthly
events. Furthermore, through GPS, you can find out where you
are, how far you are from your destination, how long it should
take you to get there, and what routes are available. Please try
using this application to enjoy sightseeing in Yokohama.
Languages: Japanese, English, Korean, and simplified and traditional Chinese
Smart Phones: Android 2.0.1 and newer versions
How to Download: From the Android Market
Search Keywords: Yokohama, Yokohama travel guide
Fee: Free of charge
Produced by: AsiaCove, Inc.
In Cooperation with: Yokohama Convention & Visitors Bureau

Yokohama Yamate Early Music Event at
Historical Western Houses
The early music concerts will be held with the original instruments from the
baroque era (17th and 18th centuries). They are part of the Yamate Art Festival, with
many more cultural events scheduled until the beginning of March.  
◎ Feb. 11 (Sat. holiday)

・ Opening Concert: The Bach Duos for Violin and Harpsichord (Yokohama Christ Church on the Bluff)
Starts at 2:00 p.m.  Fee: ¥4,000
・ Recorder Music at the Time of Handel (British House Yokohama)
Starts at 6:00 p.m.  Fee: ¥4,000

◎ Feb. 12 (Sun.)

・ The Beethoven Sonatas for Cello and Fortepiano (British House Yokohama)
Starts at 2:00 p.m.  Fee: ¥4,000
・ Symphony and Concertos Performed as Chamber Music (Berrick Hall)
Starts at 6:00 p.m.  Fee: ¥3,500

Inquiries/Applications:
Office Arches: Tel: 03-3565-6771 (in Japanese); e-mail: sonate@o-arches.com

Inquiries in English:
Tel: 03-3821-9070, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
URL: http://www.nta.go.jp
Minato Mirai Sta

.

Let’s Get MR Vaccinations
The regular vaccine for measles and rubella (MR) should be received two times.
Those who have not received the 2nd dose are encouraged to get it as soon as possible, because the free vaccination period will be over soon. After the free period is
over, you will be charged for the vaccine.  

Queen’s Square

To Motomachi-Chukagai Sta.
Landmark Tower
Nippon Maru Memorial Park

Minato Mira

i-odori St.

Bank of Yokohama

1st Age:
12 months
old–before 24
months old

Gas Station
Moving sidewalk
Sakuragicho Ekimae bus stop

Nisseki Yokohama Bldg.
1F, Nisseki Yokohama Hall
Colette-Mare

JR Sakuragich

o Sta.

To Kannai

Subway Sakur
agicho Sta.

No parking (for cars and bicycles) available

Health Checkup Information
Cancer Screening (Gan Kenshin)
Application & Inquiries: Health Promotion Section
Tel: 045-224-8332
Stomach Cancer Screening
Dates: Mar. 16 (Fri.) 8:45 - 9:30 a.m.
Application Limit: Mar. 13 (Tue.)

Offered to those age 40 and older; ¥1,570; limited to 40
people per day; applicants MUST NOT EAT and DRINK after
8:00 p.m. on the day before the test. No eating or drinking on
the day of the checkup.

2nd Those born during the periods listed below are
eligible for FY 2011 (Apr. 2011 to Mar. 2012):
・Apr. 2, 2005–Apr. 1, 2006
・Apr. 2, 1998–Apr. 1, 1999
・Apr. 2, 1993–Apr. 1, 1994

Free vaccination period:
Apr. 1, 2011–Mar. 31, 2012
Eligible persons for FY2011: Those born during the above periods
Vaccination place: Cooperating Medical Institutions for Vaccinations in Yokohama (hospitals in Yokohama)
Inquiries: Health Promotion Section, Health and Welfare Division
Tel: 045-224-8332 (in Japanese)
Naka Ward
Office

Schedule
Feb. 5 to Mar. 31
Checkups will be held at the Naka Ward Health
Checkup and Immunization Center (HCIC) at 116
Yamashita-cho, unless rescheduled. Please inquire in
Japanese. Parking is not available.
Please use public transportation.

Yokohama
City Hall Yokohama
Stadium

Chinatown
Kanteibyo
Temple

HCIC is here

Kannai Sta.

Ishikawacho Sta.

Check-ups for Infants (Nyuyoji Kenko Shinsa)

Inquiries: Children and Families Section (Kodomo Katei Kakari), Tel: 045-224-8171
4 months

Lung Cancer Screening
Dates: Mar. 16 (Fri.) 8:45 - 9:30 a.m.
Application Limit: Mar. 13 (Tue.)

Offered to those age 40 and older; limited to 50 people
per day; Fees: ¥680 for an X-ray and ¥1,350 if a sputum
examination is included.

Free for those age 70 and older; please bring your health insurance card and a document to prove
your age.

AIDS check and medical consultation (Eizu Kensa To Soudan)

Every Thursday
9:00 - 9:30 a.m.
Inquiries and Reservations: Health Promotion Section, Tel: 045-224-8332
*Reservations required. The applicant may remain anonymous if he or she so chooses.

Birthday

Sep. 16-30, 2011

Oct. 1-15, 2011

Oct. 16-31, 2011

Nov. 1-15, 2011

Date

Feb. 7 (Tue.)

Feb. 21 (Tue.)

Mar. 6 (Tue.)

Mar. 21 (Wed.)

Birthday

Jul. 1-15, 2010

Jul. 16-31, 2010

Aug. 1-15, 2010

Aug. 16-31, 2010

Date

Feb. 14 (Tue.)

Feb. 28 (Tue.)

Mar. 13 (Tue.)

Mar. 27 (Tue.)

Birthday

Jan. 16-31, 2009

Feb. 1-15, 2009

Feb. 16-28, 2009

Date

Feb. 15 (Wed.)

Mar. 7 (Wed.)

Mar. 14 (Wed.)

18 months

36 months

Time: 1:00-1:30 p.m.
Number tags are passed out from 12:30 p.m. to facilitate smooth and orderly procedures.
Measurements, clinical examinations, dental examinations (18 months, 36 months) and a lecture on
nutrition and dental care are provided. Please bring your Mother and Child Health Handbook (Boshi
Kenko Techo) and writing materials. Children older than 4 months must bring the toothbrush they are
currently using. A urine analysis is conducted for 3 year olds. Questionnaires regarding checkups in
English, Chinese, Korean, Spanish, Portuguese, and Vietnamese are available.
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NAKA

International Lounge

Naka International Lounge Festival (Naka-kuYokohama
Tabunka
Festa) for International
Association
p.m. (some parts
will last until
Date and Time: Mar. 24 (Sat.), 11:00 a.m.–3:00Communications
and Exchanges
Information Corner
3:30 p.m.)
Event Ginoubunka
at
Kaikan, 2-4-7 Bandai-cho, Naka-ku
Venue: Yokohamashi
Main Activities:
Stage event (ethnic music and dance, including Chinese lion dance, and karaoke
festival in Japanese by foreigners), ethnic food stalls, sales of fair trade goods and
folk art products, speech presentation in Japanese by foreigners, and program for
kids (magic tricks, quiz rally, etc.)
Lounge
Inquiries: Naka International Lounge, Tel: 045-210-0667, E-mail: nakalounge@yoke.or.jp
Note: Naka International Lounge will be closed on the day of the event.

YO K E

Sankeien Garden

MINAMI

Yokohama Museum of Art

HO
ON
DA
ONG A
YA Lounge
K
International Exchange Center
International
Hina Festival (The Girls’ Festival)
In Japan, when there is a birth of a baby girl, people decorate the room with
dolls and pray for the girl’s proper and healthy growth. Let’s celebrate this festival
by playing some traditional games.
Date and Time: Feb. 14 (Tue.) 2:00–4:00 p.m.International Lounge
Venue: Yumeooka Office Tower 13F, 1-6-1 Kamiookanishi, Konan-ku
Limit: 15 foreigners, 10 Japanese
Fee: ¥300 (pay on the day)
Application: Apply by telephone, fax, or in person
Inquiries: Tel: 045-848-0990, Fax: 045-848-3669

NAKA

Event at
Hina Dolls
S a natkan
e i Elegant
e n G aJapanese
r d e n Residence

The old residence of the Yagishita family is a modern Japanese style house that
merges western and Japanese styles. At present, it has been preserved as a tangible
cultural property designated by Yokohama City (in the Negishi Natsukashi Park),
YokohamaoldAssociation
International
and is open to the public. There you will experience
Japanesefor
ways
of living
Communications
and
Exchanges
from about 100 years Information
ago. In February
and
March,
many
hina
dolls
will
be
exhibCorner
ited all over the residence. Why don’t you experience the good old days of Japan
through a time-trip?
Date and Time (Hina dolls exhibit): Feb. 15–Mar. 8, 9:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. (closed
on every 2nd and 4th Tuesday)
Place : Old residence of the Yagishita family, Negishi Natsukashi Park
10 Shimo-cho, Isogo-ku    10 min. walk from JR Negishi Station
Inquiries: 045-750-5022 (in Japanese)
Lounge

Y O KYokohama
E
Museum of Art

MINAMI

St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Motomachi, Yokohama
Motomachi will be full of people in green, the symbol of Ireland. On the day
of the parade, Motomachi Shopping Street becomes crowded with about 10,000
International
Exchange Center
International
Lounge
people enjoying the Celtic Saint
Patrick’s Day
Parade.
Please come and enjoy the pipe band, drum corps, Irish dance team, and rhythmic music of Ireland in honor of St. Patrick. Don’t forget to wear something green!

H
ON
DA
ONG A YA
KO

Date and Time: Mar. 17 (Sat.) (Parade starts at 2:00 p.m. Irish music and dance
will be performed before and after the parade.)
Venue: Motomachi Shopping Street
Inquiries: Irish Network Japan Yokohama
International Lounge
E-mail: http://inj-yokohama.com/?page_id=9
URL: http://inj-yokohama.com/

NAKA

Event at

Sankeien Garden
Plum Blossom Viewing
Feb. 11 (Sat. holiday)–Mar. 4 (Sun.)
Sankeien has been receiving acclaim as a viewing spot for plum trees for a long
time. Some of the trees are very rare species, including a dragon-like Garyobai tree
with foliage that stretches toward the ground, and a Ryokugakubai that was presented by Shanghai City, China and has green calyxes that support its petals.
Related events:
Everyday throughout the period Barley tea serving in an old-fashioned style
Feb. 12 (Sun.) – Feb. 19 (Sun.) Exhibition of Bonsai of plum and other plants
Feb. 12 (Sun)
Rice cake pounding
Feb. 26 (Sun.)
Haiku contest (Co-sponsored by Yokohama Haiwakai)

Yokohama Museum of Art

Haiku Exhibition
Mar. 16 (Fri.)–May 28 (Mon.), the Sankei Memorial
Haiku pieces contributed to Sankeien through haiku contribution boxes throughout the year and excellent works from the haiku contest of the plum blossom viewing are exhibited. Haiku pieces made by famous haiku poets in Sakeien garden are
also introduced.
In cooperation with: Yokohama Haiwakai

Cherry Blossom Night Viewing
Mar. 24 (Sat.)–Apr. 1 (Sun.) (closed 9:00 p.m.; last entry: 8:30 p.m.)
The garden will be open for extended hours. You can enjoy the scenery of
Sankeien colored with beautiful cherry blossoms day and night. After the sunset,
the three-storied pagoda representing Sankeien and other traditional buildings will
be lit up. You can enjoy the elegant cherry blossoms at night.
58-1 Honmoku-sannotani, Naka-ku Tel: 045-621-0634/0635 URL: http://www.sankeien.or.jp

YO K E

Information Corner
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Yokohama Association for International
Communications and Exchanges

Yokohama International Forum 2012
In this two-day event, you can take part in seminars and workshops that will
allow you to listen to, observe, and learn about activities related to international
cooperation, international exchange, multicultural coexistence, and supporting foreigners in Japan. Forty one groups
comprising NGOs, NPOs, schools, government
Lounge
organizations, and international organizations will introduce their activities and
hold hands-on workshops under various themes.

MINAMI

Dates and Times: February 11 (Sat., national holiday) and 12 (Sun.), 11:00 a.m.–
5:00 p.m. (reception to open at 10:00 a.m.)
Venue: Conference room, JICA Yokohama
International
Exchange
Lounge
from Bashamichi
Station on the
Minato Center
Mirai Line
Access: A eight-minute walk International
or a 15-minute walk from Sakuragicho Station on the JR and municipal subway
lines
Program (tentative):
International cooperation activities (reports from respective regions)
A total of 47 seminars and workshops that introduce activities related to international exchange, multicultural coexistence, and supporting foreigners in Japan are
International Lounge
held (in Japanese).

HO
ON
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NAKA

Admission: ¥500 for adults (valid for two days), free for high school students and
younger visitors
Note: You may be charged for distributed materials, depending on the seminar.
Application: Prior application (on a first-come, first-served basis)
Event atis for entering the forum venue. It does not guarantee seats
Note: Prior application
for seminars/workshops.
Please inform us of the following six items through the website of YOKE, by
e-mail, or by a return postcard (please fill in the reply side as well) by February 6
(Mon.). We will send you a registration pass that you should bring to the forum.
1. Title (Yokohama International Forum 2012 application for participation)
2. Name (also write the pronunciation in katakana)
3. Telephone number
4. E-mail address
5. Address
6. Participation day(s) ([1] February 11, [2] February 12, [3] both days)
Applications and Inquiries: Forum desk, Yokohama International Forum 2012
Project secretariat, Yokohama NGO Network
Tel: 045-662-6350, E-mail: info@yokohama-c-plat.org
URL: http://yokohama-c-forum.org

Sankeien Garden

Yokohama Museum of Art

Kanagawa Housing Support Center
  The Kanagawa Housing Support Center helps foreigners and Japanese live together in harmony, creating a better community for all. When you need a place to
live and encounter problems, please contact the center for consultation.
Main Activities:
・Introducing registered real estate agents who can find apartments/houses for foreigners
・Offering consultation for problems with landlords, real estate agents, etc., that
are caused by differences in languages and customs
・Offering consultation for guarantor issues and to introduce a guarantor company
・Providing information on living in Japanese surroundings and other information
related to daily life
・Helping in the preparation/filling of applications for public housing, etc.
Consulting Schedule:
Day of the week
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Spanish, English
English
Spanish, English

1:00–5:00 p.m.
Spanish, English, German
English, Thai, Chinese
Chinese, Spanish, English
Korean, English
Portuguese, Spanish, English

Note: The schedule may be changed due to circumstances.
Venue: Yokohama YMCA 2F, 1-7 Tokiwa-cho, Naka-ku
Inquiries: Tel: 045-228-1752, Fax: 045-228-1768
E-mail: sumai.sc@sumasen.com URL: http://www.sumasen.com

Yokohama Archives of History
th

The 150 Anniversary of the Opening of the
Photo Studio of Renjo Shimooka
In Yokohama, at a Sanctuary of Photo Studios (1860’s–1960’s)
Yokohama played an important role in supporting the earliest days of the photography industry of Japan. Specifically, at the end of the Edo period, Renjo Shimooka opened his photo studio, and in the middle of the Meiji period, the popularity of photographs colored by hand reached
its peak. In the early twenty century, many
photo studios with advanced technology could
be seen side by side on streets, and these studios pioneered the new field and developed it.
Many historical documents will be shown to
the public for the first time and will enable you
to trace the century in which Yokohama served
as a sanctuary of photo studios.        
Time: Feb. 1 (Wed.) to Apr. 15 (Sun.)
Venue: Special Exhibition Room 2F, Yokohama Archives of History
Hours: 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Last admission: 4:30 p.m.)
Fees: Admission fee  Adult: ¥200; elementary and junior high school students: ¥100
Closed: Monday (If it is a holiday, the next day)
Inquiries: Yokohama Archives of History Tel: 045-201-2100 (in Japanese)
http://www.kaikou.city.yokohama.jp/en/index.html
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March 10 Is the Day of the Three Main Yokohama Towers
Since the opening of Yokohama Port in 1859, Yokohama has developed while
successfully mingling foreign and Japanese cultures. There are many historic
buildings in Kannai, where the port is situated, and Naka Ward has highlighted
them in its town designs.
Of the historic buildings, the Three Main Yokohama Towers are most symbolic.
They are called the King (the Kanagawa Prefectural Government’s main building), the
Queen (the Yokohama Customs building), and the Jack (the clock tower of Yokohama
Port Opening Memorial Hall). They were named after playing cards by foreign sailors.
March 10 was set as the Day of the Three Main Yokohama Towers because the
numbers three and ten can be read santo in Japanese, and santo is the Japanese
word for three towers. Various events in Naka Ward are planned on and around
March 10. All of the towers, which normally cannot be climbed, will have days in
which they are open to the public. Why don’t you feel the history of Yokohama by
looking out across Yokohama from the vantage point of a tower?
Features of the Three Main Yokohama Towers
King: King was built in the “imperial crown” style, in which Japanese tastes are
added to European-style buildings. The style was popular in the early Showa
period. King is one of the first buildings that was built in this the style and
incorporates elements of a Japanese temple.
Queen: Queen mixes Romanesque and other Western architecture styles. The
dome atop the tower is reminiscent of a mosque. The building matches beautifully
with the palm trees lacing the adjacent street.
Jack: Jack was built to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the opening of
Yokohama Port. The red-and-white clock tower made of bricks and stones is
much loved by Yokohama citizens. Its brick facade has survived the Great Kanto
Earthquake of 1923. It was restored four years later, and is certainly a symbol of
recovery.
The three towers are all signs of “welcome” from a port that invited foreign
visitors. This is clear in the fact that the main entrance of Queen is facing the port.
King and Jack also have gates that face the port that are no longer in use.
Tower Legend
There are three spots where you can see the three towers simultaneously. It is
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rumored that if you visit all three spots, your dreams will come true. The three
spots are the front of the Kanagawa Prefectural Government building, Yokohama
Red Brick Warehouse, and Osanbashi Yokohama International Passenger Terminal.
Please look for a special marker at each spot.

King (Kanagawa Prefectural
Government’s main building)
Built: In 1928   Height: 49 m
Place: 1 Nihon-odori, Nakaku

Queen (Yokohama Customs
building)
Built: In 1934   Height: 51 m
Place: 1-1 Kaigan-dori,
Naka-ku

Jack (the
clock tower of
Yokohama Port
Opening Memorial
Hall)
Built: In 1917   
Height: 36 m
Place: 1-6 Honcho,
Naka-ku

Major Events around March 10
• Three Spot Make-A-Wish Rally (March 10)
Visit all of the three spots where you can see the three towers simultaneously and
take a photograph (with a digital camera, etc.) of the special marker at each spot.
If you show the photographs of the three markers at Osanbashi, you will receive a
small gift.
• Guided Tour of Three Towers (March 9, 10, and 11)
Yokohama City Guide Association members will guide you through the three
towers. The tour is only available in Japanese. Please inquire for further details.
Yokohama City Guide Association
Tel: 045-228-7678 (in Japanese)

Riding Bicycles—Follow Rules for Safety

A bicycle is a convenient and eco-friendly means of transportation. But riding
the wrong way or disobeying rules and manners could result in a traffic accident.
Violations of the rules can be subject to legal punishment. You need to know the
rules for riding a bicycle safely.
Five Bicycle Safety Rules（Basic traffic rules for riding bicycles）
・ Cyclists should ride on the roadway (except when riding on sidewalks)
There are three cases when cyclists are allowed to ride on sidewalks: when
there is a sign that says “Bicycles and Pedestrians Only”; when children under
13 years old, persons over 70 years of age, and physically impaired persons are
riding bicycles; and when the condition of the vehicle lane or the traffic is not
appropriate for cyclists.
・ Keep to the left-hand side when riding on a roadway
Cyclists should keep to the left-hand side of the roadway. Also, watch out for
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Adult Enrichment Class at Saint Maur International School
Do you know you can still learn even as an adult? In keeping with its principle that
learning is a life-long pursuit, Saint Maur International School organizes a variety of
classes and activities for the English speaking community at large. Try Ikebana, computers,
calligraphy, tea-box covering, various language courses, and more, simply by making a
reservation up to the day before a class. You can make a reservation by phone at 045-6238121 or by e-mail at pengstrom@stmaur.ac.jp.
(While priority is given to Saint Maur parents, there are always some spaces available).
A description, list of activities, and schedule is available at : http://www.stmaur.ac.jp/
content/communities/adult.html
Days: Various (See schedule above)
Time: Usually 8:30–10:15 a.m. (time varies depending on the activity)
Fee: FREE (only the cost of needed materials, like flowers, if applicable)

OPEN HOUSE at Horizon Japan International School
Horizon Japan International School, which is committed to providing a high-quality
education from preschool through high school, will hold its OPEN HOUSE on Saturday,
February 4th. There will be a presentation on our educational program and a campus tour,
followed by refreshments. Contact us to find out more!
For further information call 045-584-1945 or register on our webpage at www.horizon.
ac.jp
Address: 1-38-27 Higashi Terao, Tsurumi-ku, Yokohama-shi 230-0077.  

cars coming from behind you and
to the right.
・ Yield to pedestrians on sidewalks
and ride slowly on the side closer
to the roadway. When a cyclist is
allowed to ride on sidewalks, he or
she should ride slowly enough to
stop immediately in cases when he
or she might block a pedestrian’s
passage.
  
・ Follow safety rules such as:
Turn on the light in the dark.
Drunk riding, two people riding
the same bicycle, and parallel riding are prohibited. A cyclist should stop at
crossings.
・ Children should wear helmets
Parents or guardians of children and infants (under 13 years of age) should
ensure that their children wear helmets when cycling.
While cycling, you are prohibited from:
・Using a mobile phone
・Using ear/headphones
・Using umbrellas
The number of people who ride bicycles for health and ecological purposes has been
increasing recently. When you ride a bicycle, please take the above into consideration.
At the same time, we would also like to urge pedestrians to remain aware of their
surroundings when walking or going out from a building to a sidewalk, etc.
Editor’s Note
The other day, I went together to Sankeien Garden with officers of Fleet Activities Yokosuka,
Yokohama Detachment. They were all impressed by the historical buildings and Japanese
garden in the midst of the changing colors of the leaves. What was
memorable for me was an item on the menu called “Sankei Udon,”
which was a kind of Japanese noodle designed by Mr. Sankei
Hara, the founder of the garden. I knew that while he was a trading
merchant, he also knew a great deal about art and culture, but I
was amazed to discover that he was also skilled at making food!

