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What Are Japanese Language 
Classes Like?

So, do you now have a sense of what happens in a Japanese language class? 
The next page introduces Japanese classes around Naka Ward.  

In the beginner’s class, the instructor asks, “What is the number for calling a 
fire truck in China?” Ms. Fu says “119,” to which the instructor responds, “It’s 
the same as Japan.” “What about India?”: “108.” “In Vietnam, it’s 114, and 
the call costs money,” offers a student from Vietnam, to which the instructor 
responds, “Oh, it’s free in Japan.” In this way, the Japanese lesson also 
provides a social studies aspect as well.

Doko ni ikitai desu 
ka? (Where do 
you want to go?) 
Okinawa ni ikitai 
desu (I want to go to 
Okinawa.) 
The class is 
conversation-based. 

Today’s class is one-on-one. 
They’re speaking about night 
markets in the student’s 
country. 

Wakarimasu ka? (Do 
you understand?) 
The instructor checks 
to see if the students 
understand.   

Skating for the 
first time

Christmas party

A Word from the Students

I wanted to learn Japanese, 
and I found this class on 
the Internet. I have been 
attending since the spring 
and have become better at 
Japanese. 

Once you learn to speak some Japanese 
and express yourself, your life in Japan 
will become much more comfortable. 
Our teaching is not one-sided; we're 
always working to help you speak in 
Japanese. It makes me happy when 
a student says, “I'm looking forward 
to coming next week.” Let's have fun 
studying Japanese!

I am thankful the instructors 
teach us so kindly and 
passionately. I enjoy coming 
to this class. I want to speak 
Japanese well, so I am 
studying very hard. 

The language in my 
workplace is English, 
so I participated in this 
class because I wanted an 
opportunity to speak in 
Japanese. I want to become 
good at ordering at beef 
bowl shops!!

Mr. Karthik
(India, 1 year in Japan)

Ms. Fu
(China, 2 years in Japan)

Mr. Tâm
(Vietnam, 2 years in Japan)

The students also 
plan fun events! 

A word from 
Instructor 
Chieko

Knowing the Japanese language is an essential 
skill for living in Japan. If you're considering 
taking Japanese classes, are you aware that 
there are a number of volunteer-led programs 
available? With (generally) one class per week, 
these classes are convenient for persons busy 
with work or taking care of families. Many of the 
programs are inexpensive. The volunteer teachers 
receive training in teaching methods and adapt 
their teaching in ways that help foreigners live 
their daily lives in Japan. 

A Visit to the KIZUNA Japanese Class  
KIZUNA meets every Saturday at the Yamate Church. 
The day of the visit, there were 21 students from countries 
such as the Philippines, China, Vietnam, Taiwan, India 
and Poland. The students were separated into six groups 
according to level, from beginners to people who could 
carry out everyday conversations with no problem but 
wanted to learn how to read and write. 
The lessons for all groups proceeded well, with students 
happily talking to each other in Japanese. There are various 
types of students, such as those who think carefully before 
speaking and those who can talk fl uidly, but the instructors 
note that “it’s important to talk on your own”.
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The following is a list of Japanese language classes in Naka Ward for 
you to �nd a class that meets your needs. You can also consult with 

Naka International Lounge in English or Chinese about the classes. 
Naka International Lounge, 
Tel: 045-210-0667, 10 a.m.–5 p.m. (8 p.m. on Tue./Sat.), 
closed the third Sunday of each month

1. = Location  2. = Days and times (weekly, but with winter and summer breaks) 3. = Cost  
4. = Contact info  
*Group lessons unless otherwise indicated. Applications accepted on an ongoing basis. 

1 NIHONGO-NO-KAI 21
Conversation class from beginner level to 
N2 level of JLPT. Speech contests, new year 
party and other events. 
1. 8F, Health and Welfare Center  
2. Sat., 10:15–11:45 a.m.  
3. 1,500 yen/semester (12–15 classes)  
4.  nihongonokai21@gmail.com

2 �Naka International Lounge 
Japanese Class

Practical Japanese for everyday life. 
1. Naka International Lounge  
2. Tue./Thu. (twice a week), 10:30 a.m.–
12:00 p.m.  
3. 6,000 yen/semester (30 classes)  
4. Tel: 045-210-0667,  nakalounge@yoke.
or.jp (website available)
* Beginner-level Japanese for persons living, working or 
studying in Naka Ward who are at least 16 years old. 

Applications for the next semester start 
Oct. 1 (Sun.)
Applications are being accepted for 
the next semester (Nov. 14–Mar. 15). 
Please make an appointment for an 
interview to determine your level/group. 
Interviews can be done in English or 
Chinese if requested. 

3 �Nihongo Hiroba
One-on-one instruction that meets your 
language needs. Pick a time in the afternoon 
or evening that suits you. 
1. Naka International Lounge  
2. Tue., 2–3:30 p.m., 5:30–7 p.m.  3. Free 
4.  hirobanaka@gmail.com 

4 �Huxiang Class (Nihon-odori Class)
Mostly conversation-based classes. Ex-
change meetings and speech classes which 
are held twice per year are exciting.
1. Naka International Lounge  
2. Thu., 2–4 p.m.  3. Free  
4.  gosohkai231@gmail.com

5 �Nihongo no Kai
For people who want to learn everyday 
Japanese.
1. Kamidai Assembly Hall  
2. Mon., 1:30–3 p.m.  3. 100 yen/class  
4. Koike, Tel: 045-622-3863 (18:00–21:00),  

 kimiko_koike@jcom.home.ne.jp 

6  Catholic Sueyoshicho 
Church, Japanese Class

Matched to the student's needs (kanji, conver-
sation, etc.). Come observe a class anytime!
1. Catholic Sueyoshicho Church  
2. Mon., 10 a.m.–12 p.m.  3. 100 yen/class  
4. Mizuno, Tel: 045-731-3816 

7  KALABAW no KAI Japanese Class 
Currently accepting students only at the 
beginner-to-intermediate levels. Please 
consult ahead of time. 
1. Kaneoka Bldg. 505 (4F), 3-10-13 Kotobu-
kicho, Naka Ward  2. Sat., 7–9 p.m.  
3. 200 yen/class  
4. Yaegashi, Tel: 045-662-5699,

 kalabaw77@nifty.com(website available)

8  Huxiang Class (Furo-cho Class)
Mostly conversation-based classes. Small 
classes in a friendly atmosphere. 
1. Furo-cho District Care Plaza 3F  
2. Wed., 2–4 p.m.  3. Free  
4.  gosohkai231@gmail.com

9  YAMATE KIZUNA Japanese 
Class

Separated into six levels at the beginner to 
low-intermediate level. Move to the next 
level after 3 months. 
1. Sacred Heart Cathedral Yokohama (Ya-
mate Catholic Church)  
2. Sat., 3:30–5:30 p.m.  3. 100 yen/class  
4. Akino, Tel: 045-621-6542,　

 xakino01@yahoo.ne.jp (website avail-
able)
* New students accepted for classes starting in April, 
September and January. Applications accepted on an 
ongoing basis.

10 Honmoku Nihongo no Kai
Even if you don't speak a word of Japanese, 
join us. Classes are one-on-one or two 
students at most, so content can be tailored 
to your needs. 
1. Honmoku Community Center  
2. Fri., 1–2:30 p.m.  3. 200 yen/class  
4. Hirose,  ehirose@u01.gate01.com

11 Nihongo no Niwa
For people who aim to pass the JLPT (N1–
N5). Homework is assigned and absence 
without notice is not allowed, but the student 
pass rate is 85–90%.
1. Naka International Lounge 
2. Sat., 1:30–3:30 p.m.  3. 500 yen/class  
4. Abe, Tel: 090-8587-5939, 

 sanae-abe@nifty.com
* Applications accepted in January and July. For other 
months, please consult. 

12  NPO Kanagawa Japan-Eurasia 
Society Yokohama Japanese Class

One-on-one Japanese lessons for Russian 
speakers. 
1. 5F, Yokohama Heiwa to Rodo Kaikan (3-9 
Sakuragicho, Naka Ward) 
2. Weekdays between 11 a.m. and 5 p.m.
(consult with instructor for specific days/times)  
3. 3,200 yen/class, enrollment fee: 5,400 yen  
4.  Tel: 045-201-3714 

 eurask2@hotmail.co.jp (website available)

13   NPO  Shin-Ai-Jyuku
For elementary and junior high school 
students with strong overseas ties. For 
adults, individual instruction is available by 
establishing a day and time to learn. Please 
consult with us first.
1.  Shin-Ai-Jyuku (1-1-12-101 Nakamura-
cho, Minami Ward)  
2. Tue./Thu. 2–5 p.m.  
3. Free  
4. Tel: 045-252-7862 (website available)
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At a Nihongo-no-Kai 21 class.

Japanese Classes around Naka Ward



3

Third Shi-kenminzei (municipal and prefectural resident taxes) Payment Due Tuesday, October 31
Persons who received a 納税通知書 (nōzei tsūchisho, Notification of Taxes) should pay at a bank or a convenience store (only if the payment 
slip has a bar code) by the deadline. Arranging for automatic deduction from your bank account is also very convenient. (Note that the proce-
dures for arranging deductions take some time.)

International Service Staff provide assistance with matters such as guidance on ward office 
activities and interpretation at various counters, as well as support for filling out certificate 
applications. Stop by if you would like assistance. 

International Service Staff
Naka Ward Of�ce, Counter 23 (second �oor)
(English） 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.

Responses to inquiries will be in Japanese unless it is clearly indicated that the response should be in English or Chinese. 

Naka Ward Multilingual  
Website 
Information in English, Chinese 
and Korean and Easy Japanese 
for administrative services and 
events. Updated monthly. 
http://www.city.yokohama.lg.jp/
naka/english/

Yamate Park

C AB

Yokohama Park

Hinodecho
Sta.

Kannai Sta.

Ishikawacho
Sta.

Isezaki-chojamachi
Sta.

Yokohama Stadium

Get Your Senior Flu Vaccination Be-
fore Flu Season Arrives

Influenza can affect seniors quite seriously, so 
a flu vaccination is recommended. Seniors can 
receive it at a cooperating medical institution* 
for 2,300 yen.
Eligibility: Aged 65 or older
Period: Until Dec. 31 (Sun.)
Please bring your residence card or similar 
identification that shows your name, age and ad-
dress. 
*  For information in English or Chinese on cooperating 

Yokohama medical institutions, please inquire at Naka 
International Lounge (1F, Naka Ward Office Annex, 
Tel: 045-210-0667). 

<Fukushi Hoken (Health and Welfare) Division, 
Naka Ward Of�ce, Tel: 045-224-8332>

Applications for April 2018 Daycare   
Accepted October 13–November 10 by Post 

Daycare centers will look after children whose 
parents are working, ill, etc. and unable to care 
for their child at home during the day. Daycare 
is available from the 57th day after the child'
s birth until the start of elementary school, al-
though different daycare facilities have different 
age ranges for children in their care. 
<Persons who wish to place their child in day-
care beginning April 2018>
▶They can obtain the Guide to Entering City 
of Yokohama Daycare (in Japanese/Chinese) 
from October 13 (Fri.) at the Kodomo Katei 
Shien (Children and Families Support) Divi-
sion (Counter 54) in the Naka Ward Office. 
The guide includes information on the required 
documents, how to apply, daycare fees, facility 
lists, and the hours and programs at each facil-
ity, as well as an application form.
▶Please send your application package by post 
by November 10 (Fri.)
In-person applications will be accepted Novem-
ber 15–17 (Wed.–Fri.) at Kodomo Katei Shien 
(Children and Families Support) Division. Ap-

plications are screened and spots decided in ac-
cordance with City of Yokohama standards. 
<Kodomo Katei Shien (Children and Families 
Support) Division, Naka Ward Of�ce, 
Tel. 045-224-8172>

Transferring Your Child into a Yoko-
hama Municipal Elementary School

School guidance is provided to foreign parents 
who will enroll their child at a Japanese school 
and explains the needed procedures and the ba-
sics of the Japanese school system. School guid-
ance will be provided in English, Chinese, Ta-
galog and Easy Japanese, explaining what items 
are needed, how much money is required, etc. 
By participating, you will help get your child off 
to a good start at school.
The dates for school guidance differ according 
to language. Please inquire with the school your 
child will attend.  
Venue: Himawari, Facilities for Support Base 
of Japanese Language (3-9 Yamadacho, Naka 
Ward), a 2-min. walk from Isezakichoja-machi 
Sta. (subway) or and 8-min. walk from JR Kan-
nai Sta. 
<Kokusai Kyoiku (International Education) Division, 
Education Committee, 045-671-3588>

Seeking Renters for Municipal Housing 
Application period: Oct. 11 (Wed.)–20 (Fri.)
Boshu no shiori (Brochure for application) dis-
tributed from Oct. 6

Parent-Child Picture Book Event (Free)
Date/time: Nov. 21 (Tue.) and 25 (Sat.), 2–2:30 p.m.
Venue: Nonbirinko (1-12-1 Sumiyoshicho)
Target: Children 0–3 years and their parents (20 
parent-child sets for each day)
Learn from a librarian about how to effectively 
read to your child, and practice those tips on the 
spot by reading to your child. English and Chi-
nese interpreters will be on hand.  

A  A Manpuku Uenomachi Shokudo (2-53 Uenomachi, Yokohama Uenomachi Church)
Eligibility: Anyone 
Days: 2nd and 4th Tuesday from 5 p.m. (help with preparations is welcome from 3 p.m.) 
Tel: 090-8376-6959

B  ESP Children's Lunch Meeting (1-13 Sueyoshicho, Encom Yokohama Hall)
Eligibility: High-school students or younger and persons accompanying them 
Days: 3rd Saturday, 1–2 p.m. 

let.us.esp@gmail.com

C  Minato Kodomo Shokudo (4th Monday)
msrieko_3911_12@docomo.ne.jp

C  Hokkori Kodomo Shokudo (1st Monday)
emikoshimada@hotmail.co.jp

C  Nakayoshi Shokudo (2nd Monday)
k-konaya@health-up.jp

Kodomo Shokudo in Naka Ward 

＜Map of Kodomo Shokudo in Naka Ward＞

⇨  A kodomo shokudo is a canteen that provides children with free or 
reduced-price meals, a place where they can safely come alone.

This year marks Naka Ward's 90th anniver-
sary, with the annual Hello Yokohama Festi-
val boosting its regular event lineup for this 
special year. 
The special features will be a mini-train 
driving event by JR East and jumbo picture 
drawing event. There will also be Asian 
traditional performing arts, an all-day music 
stage, a world food court, and a quiz stamp 
rally with wonderful prizes.
Date/time: Oct. 8 (Sun.), 10 a.m.–4 p.m., 
postponed to the next day (Mon., Oct. 9, a 
public holiday) for bad weather
Venue: Yokohama Park, Nihon-odori Ave.
<Chiiki Shinko (Community Promotion) Division, 
Naka Ward Of�ce, Tel: 045-224-8132>

Hello Yokohama 2017

A kodomo shokudo is not only a place for children to get a warm meal for 
free or at low cost; it's also a place where children can interact with other 
children and adults in their community rather than being alone, as is the 
tendency with many children nowadays. The number of dining facilities that 
serve anyone has been growing. 
Most kodomo shokudo provide meals for children in the 0–100 yen range.  

For C, all take place at the Furo-cho 
District Care Plaza, 3F (3-15-2 Furo-
cho), rotating on the 1st, 2nd and 4th 
Monday of each month from 4–7 p.m.

Eligibility: Children and persons 
accompanying them

Help Me Know

Q&A
What is a kodomo shokudo? Can anybody use one?

Yokohama Jazz Promenade
A jazz festival attending by more than 
100,000 people each year. The festival in-
cludes ticketed events at halls and jazz clubs 
as well as free street performances.
Date: Oct. 7 (Sat.) and 8 (Sun.)
Area: Minatomirai, Sakuragicho and Kan-
nai
For more information: 
http://jazzpro.jp/english
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The Pain and Pleasure of 
Learning Japanese

Life and Culture 
in Japan

Before I came to Japan, I thought that I would quickly learn Japa-
nese once I arrived. After several years, however, I was only able 
to understand everyday conversational Japanese. When my son 
was born, I thought it would be a good idea to learn the language 
along with him. When he was around 3 or 4, I couldn’t keep up 
with his Japanese, and he didn’t understand most of the Chinese I 
spoke to him.

I noticed for the fi rst time that learning Japanese is a very dif-
fi cult thing, and I began attending Japanese classes that allowed 
me to bring along my child. The homework and compositions I 
submitted to Teacher N came back covered in red ink. In order to 
write properly, I began reading the newspaper, visiting the library 
and borrowing books. In class, I was inspired by a friend who was 
studying to pass Level 1 of the Japanese Language Proficiency 
Test, and I passed the test myself. With many years of eff ort, I can 

now make the most of my knowledge and 
experience to participate in activities that 
are benefi cial to others. When I was interpreting last year for the 
explanatory meeting for foreign students looking to attend a Japa-
nese school, Teacher N was also there by chance. She was very 
happy that a former student was active as an interpreter, and I ap-
preciate the guidance she provided when I was a student. 

Even so, it is very diffi  cult to speak a foreign language at the 
same level as one’s mother tongue, so when you don’t understand 
something, don’t be ashamed to ask and humbly ask someone to 
help you. My son is now a university student and my Japanese 
teacher, earning some pocket money by correcting my Japanese. 
There are no limits on learning. For me, learning Japanese is not 
“study” (which means “reluctantly” in Chinese) but a pleasure.  

(Naka International Lounge, Chinese language staff  member)

Visit the Bashamichi Festival for 
Bashamichi’s 150th Anniversary

We are always looking for locations to distribute Naka Ward Town News. If you have many foreign visitors to your shop, clinic, organization, etc. and would like to 
make this newsletter available to them, please contact us at 045-224-8123 to arrange delivery. 
The next issue will be published on January 1.

Yokohama Gas Light Festival
On October 31, 1872 ten-odd gas lights were installed in 
this area, so this date is celebrated in Yokohama as “Gas 
Day.” From 5 p.m. there will be live street performances, a 
gas light lighting ceremony and a gas light walk. 
Venue: In front of Kannai Hall (4-42-1 Sumiyoshicho, Naka 
Ward) 

From
October 31 (Tue.) 
to November 3

(Fri., a public holiday)

October 31
(Tue.)

Other things to do include …
Horse petting
Sketch class
Caricature corner
Live street performances
Family events

The Bashamichi Marche offers many shopping bargains.

Horse carriage and 
rickshaw rides on Nov. 3, 

11 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

When the Port of Yokohama was opened, Bashamichi was de-
veloped as a necessary transportation route. The original road 
was full of horse-drawn carriages, which were rare in Japan at 
the time, and it has been 150 years since the name “Bashamichi” 
(lit.“horse carriage road”) came into use. To bring excitement 
to this special anniversary, this year's Bashamichi Festival will 
feature many different events. 
Bashamichi was the starting point of many new “fi rsts” in Ja-
pan̶for example, gas lights, boulevard trees, ice cream, riding 
carriages–and this festival will have horse-drawn carriages, 
rickshaws, people dress in Meiji Era clothes as well as cart sales 
and other events. Come and enjoy the feeling of Japan in the 
years when Western culture fi rst arrived here.  
Inquiries: 045-641-4068  

Bashamichi Festival Art Festa
During the Bashamichi Festival, Kannai Hall 
will hold movie premier screenings, various 
concerts, vaudeville performances, parent-
child workshops and other fun events!
Many of these events require advance applica-
tion, so please refer to the Kannai Hall website 
(in Japanese).
http://www.kannaihall.jp/topics/2017/10/2017-6.html

A single word in Japanese often has diff erent meanings depending on the context. Your communica-
tion will go more smoothly if you can remember how to use the following!
おひる Ohiru
This word originally refers to the daytime, but it also refers specifically to 
lunch, as in ohiru gohan (lunch meal). Ohiru iku? means “Do you want to go 
for lunch?” Ohiru hairimasu and Ohiru ittekimasu are used to mean “I will take 
my lunch break”.
Asa (morning) and yoru (evening) are also used for meals (asa gohan/yoru 
gohan, but Yoru, iku? is used to invite someone to go drinking rather than for a 
meal.

One-Point
Japanese

Communicating with 
Japanese


