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Yokohama Children’s Peace Message 2025

The summer of 2025 marks the 80th year of the atomic bombings of Japan. Since then, both Japan and the world
have changed significantly, leading in an era where people across the planet can freely interact with each other. At
the 2025 Expo Osaka, people worldwide were excited to come together and encounter many different cultures and
experience the advancements in technology. There existed an ideal world where people respect the diversity of
cultures, rejoice at each other’s development, and mutually learn from one another.

Yet 80 years later, countless nuclear weapons still exist. In some areas, conflicts are deepening, and the tragic
decision to go to war is made. In consequence, the lives of innocent children are being taken away even at this very
moment. Is war really inevitable? If we truly understand the evils of war and the danger of nuclear weapons, we will
not say such a thing. Despite knowing the tragic truth, why does war persist? What have we learned these years?
What have we missed? Have we ever listened to the voices of those scarred by war? Have we ever seriously
considered the happiness of children on the other side of the world? People make mistakes. That is why, how we
confront the outcomes of our actions deeply matters. Should we not continue to think responsibly to prevent war from
ever being repeated again?

Listen to the voices of people affected by war. Learn and understand culture and history properly. Don'’t ignore the
issues but think of them as your own responsibility. Respect differences and listen to a variety of opinions. Find the
good in differences. Question unconscious assumptions. Keep learning. Take the lead. Even as children, there is
much that we can do. In fact, there are things only we can do precisely because we are children.

We must tell this to the world right now. We are taking a step forward believing we can change the world someday.
For world peace rests in our hands.

2025 Yokohama Children’s International Peace Program Members
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