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Special lunches served at
local junior high schools

2025 marks 60 years of sis-
ter city partnerships be-
tween Yokohama and the
four cities of Mumbai
(India), Manila (Philippines),
Odesa (Ukraine), and Van-
couver (Canada). To com-
memorate this, public junior
high schools served four
special lunches throughout
this anniversary year that
incorporated elements from
each country’s cuisine.

The Manila-inspired lunch
included adobo, a Filipino
stew of meat and vegeta-
bles, and achara, a pickled
dish. For Mumbai, the menu
was keema curry and achar,
sweet and sour pickles. Stu-
dents also tried olivye salad,
a Ukrainian potato salad, for
Odesa, and salmon with ma-
ple jam for Vancouver.

Through something as sim-
ple as school lunches, this
special menu provided stu-
dents with an opportunity
to learn more about the
countries, cities, and sister
cities that Yokohama has
connections with.
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The Int’l Affairs Bureau
set up a PR booth at
Yokohama  Marathon
Festa on October 26 to
promote our sister city
ties, with photos of
Yokohama'’s sister cities
on display and a stamp-
it-yourself custom tote
bag workshop offered
to visitors.

Despite the cold, rainy
weather, the venue was
filled with the lively en-
ergy of marathon run-
ners, family members,
and other supporters.

At the tote bag work-
shop, people used com-
memorative ink stamps
highlighting the 60th
anniversary of sister
cities in 2025 to create
original  one-of-a-kind
bags.

One car-loving child
stamped both sides of
his bag with jeepneys, a
popular means of trans-
portation in Manila, un-
til there was no space
left, and a staff mem-
ber from the nearby
Vancouver  marathon
booth  designed a
“friendship tote bag”
using the Vancouver
stamp.

With 200 unique tote
bags made, the work-
shop and photo exhibit
provided everyone with
an opportunity to learn
more about our city’s
international partner-
ships.

(Inquiries) ki-somu@city.yokohama.lg.jp



