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Richard Henry Brunton

- Key Person
in the Development of Yokohama

The long-standing relationship between Scotland and Yokohama dates back to the beginning of Meiji era,
when Japan opened its doors to the world. A key person is Mr. Richard Henry Brunton, who is sometimes
referred to as “the father of Yokohama urban planning”. He was the first Foreign Government Advisor hired by the
Meiji Government to assist in the modernization of Japan. Mr. Brunton was hired as an architecture technician,
and his work in Yokohama marked the starting point of the Scotland-Yokohama relationship.

Here are some of his achievements:

—Yokohama-Koen (Yokohama Park)

—Nihon-Odori (Nihon Street)

—Laying telegraph lines, improving sewerage and measuring the foreign settlement, building Yoshidabashi
(Yoshida Bridge).

A statue stands in Yokohama-Koen to honor his achievements.His most notable legacy in Yokohama is
Yokohama-Koen and Nihon-Odori, but he was also involved with the building of bridges and piers, as well as the
proposal of train projects between Yokohama and Shimbashi. His contributions to Yokohama, achieved through
the use of contemporary Scottish and British engineering, can still be seen around Yokohama.




