Yokohama hosts GREENxXEXPO reception event

On June 2, the City of Yokohama invited ambassa-
dors and representatives of international organiza-
tions with close ties to Yokohama to hear the latest
updates on GREENxEXPO 2027. The reception was
attended by approximately 70 guests from 34 coun-
tries, one region, and three international organiza-
tions.

Mayor Yamanaka highlighted our vision of using the
Expo as an opportunity to deepen city-to-city coop-
eration and to foster exchanges among citizens, in-
cluding the next generation. He also encouraged
visits from their respective countries and organiza-
tions during the Expo period.
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Promoting circular cities at climate summit

The first Pacific Climate Summit was held in Honolulu,
Hawaii from June 8 to 10. Yokohama was the only
Japanese municipality to participate and announced a
new initiative to promote the transition to circular
cities across the Asia-Pacific region.

Leaders from governments, local authorities, busi-
nesses, universities, and civil society gathered to dis-
cuss climate action, clean energy, innovation, and
investment. Climate initiatives were highlighted not
only as environmental measures, but also as drivers
of economic growth and innovation.

Deputy Mayor Sato represented Yokohama on a pan-
el discussion and introduced efforts toward carbon
neutrality in the Minato Mirai 21 district, as well as
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Strengthening collaboration with UN organizations

In June 2026, Mayor Yamanaka
visited Bonn, Germany, and
strengthened international collab-
oration through meetings with UN
-related organizations.

At UN Volunteers (UNV), he met
with Deputy Executive Coordina-
tor Andrey Pogrebnyak. Both sides
discussed expanding opportunities
for Yokohama citizens, especially
younger generations, to engage
globally through initiatives such as
career seminars.

At the UN SDG Action Campaign,
the Mayor met with Global Direc-
tor Marina Ponti. Yokohama
shared initiatives like STYLE100
and the APCC-Forum, and ex-
changed views on future coopera-
tion to promote SDG action.

inspiration
in action

He also met with Executive Secre-
tary Luthando Dziba at IPBES to
discuss biodiversity challenges and
introduce GREENXEXPO 2027.

Strengthening cooperation with DJW and the City of Frankfurt

During Mayor Yamanaka’s visit to Germany, he held a series of important
meetings. In Bonn, he met with Gerhard Wiesheu, Chairman of the Japanese
-German Business Association (DJW), an organization with around 1,000
members that promotes economic dialogue between Japan and Germany.
At the meeting, Mayor Yamanaka introduced GREENXEXPO 2027 and the
International Circular Exhibition, encouraging participation from member
companies.

He also visited Frankfurt, Yokohama’s partner city since 2011, and met with
Mayor Mike Josef. They confirmed cooperation in promoting exchanges be-
tween youth, ensuring the success of GREENXEXPO 2027, and strengthening
collaboration toward the transition to circular cities. Mayor Josef expressed
his intention to participate in the APCC Forum in Yokohama as a representa-
tive speaker from Europe.
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