whrEmRIEL, 20265E5 RIZ7EIAAIDv Y -
N —TCHESAEEIEEREBH IA—5 L
WUF13) %Ry avICETAEELEL, Aty 32T
(X, MEREBFICRIT-REMEEDHE] 2T7—<IC. Fiurlse
HEH O YIS OWTERNMTHhNE LT,

iepfRE, AOEMOF THHER SITHROFEICK Y BEEMES0%
HIRL L=t EmOEGEZ BN L. TORREZ7 OT7RBMEHLEFT S
e LT, 19 LMBRICKY POFRRBEEMMES] MNRILS
h., BETEIME26HHEASML TSI EICDOWVTHEFRBALEL

S BI2, HEETRMEFED IGREEN x EXPO 2027 %> 7 o7 KEF

-

HRBH I+ —F LTHRETORBEZRE

#WMHTA—FL (APUF-9) 1 IZTDWTHHEN L., EDHMAN EEMEEHRICRAITTRIEL T L.

In May 2026, Mayor Takeharu Yama-
naka delivered a video message at a
special session during the 13th World

Urban Forum (WUF13) in Baku, Azerbaijan. The session focused on advancing waste management toward a circular economy. Mayor Ya-
manaka introduced Yokohama’s achievement of reducing waste by 50%, even as the population grew, through collaboration between
citizens and the city government. He also shared the "Asian Circular Cities Declaration," an initiative led by ICLEI Japan that at the time of
writing includes 26 cities across 7 countries. The mayor further highlighted upcoming events in Yokohama, such as GREENXEXPO 2027 and

the Asia-Pacific Urban Forum (APUF-9), showcasing the city’s global engagement.
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In March 2026, the University of California,
Berkeley, released a report that compiles anal-
yses and recommendations on the “Port and
Harbor Decarbonization Plan for the Port of
Yokohama.” The report was written by Profes-
sor David Wooley, Director of the Environmen-
tal Policy Center at the Goldman School of Pub-
lic Policy, University of California, Berkeley, a
leading expert on port and energy policy.
Among the key findings and recommendations
of the report, it is worth mentioning the re-
marks on the expansion of electric supply and
grid infrastructure, hydrogen pipeline develop-
ment, adoption of alternative marine fuels, as
well as considerations regarding air pollution,
GHG emissions, impact assessments, and me-
thane emissions. Moreover, the report has
emphasized the leading role of the Port of
Yokohama in promoting port decarbonization
worldwide.

The report provides relevant insights aiming at
further improving and maximizing the imple-
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mentation of the “Port and Harbor Decarboni-
zation Plan for the Port of Yokohama,” while
recognizing Yokohama’s active engagement
with maritime sustainability, therefore repre-
senting another important step in the city’s
pathway toward carbon-neutrality.
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On June 9, Mayor Yamanaka joined the ICLEI Global Executive Com-
mittee meeting in Bonn, Germany.

As the only Japanese member of the Executive Committee and portfo-
lio holder for Circular Development, Mayor Yamanaka spoke on behalf
of member cities on the theme of “circular development.” He empha-
sized the role of cities in building a circular society and introduced
Yokohama'’s initiatives under the “YOKOHAMA Circular Link” policy.
He also introduced the Asian Circular Cities Declaration (ACCD), which
Yokohama helped establish, inspired by Europe’s Circular Cities Decla-
ration (CCD). The ACCD has now expanded to 26 cities across seven
countries in Asia.

To promote the global transition to circular cities, he proposed three
actions: strengthening collaboration between ACCD and CCD cities,
expanding the initiative beyond Europe and Asia, and raising the issue
at international conferences.

These proposals received strong support, demonstrating Yokohama’s
leadership in this field.
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On June 10, Mayor Yamanaka spoke at the plenary session of "Daring

T —
Cities 2026," an international conference held in Bonn, Germany. Co-

hosted by ICLEI and the City of Bonn, the conference highlights innovative urban climate actions and connects them to global climate ne-
gotiations.

During a panel discussion on the role of cities in addressing climate change, Mayor Yamanaka shared Yokohama’s efforts to advance a
circular economy through collaboration and knowledge-sharing. He also introduced the Asian Circular Cities Declaration (ACCD), enphasiz-
ing its role in supporting participating cities through action planning, sharing best practices, and contributing policy recommendations to
the international community.

The Mayor reaffirmed Yokohama’s commitment to leading the transition toward circular cities in Asia and around the world.
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