
 
 
 
Yokohama to Bid for International Whaling Commission (IWC) Annual Meeting 2009 

Mayor Nakada to attend IWC Annual Meeting 2007 in Anchorage to Promote Yokohama 
 
YOKOHAMA -- May 16th, 2007 -- Yokohama has entered a bid to host the 61st International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) Annual Meeting 2009.  Hiroshi Nakada, the mayor of Yokohama, will attend the 
59th IWC Annual Meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, U.S. for two days on May 30 and 31 to promote 
Yokohama. 
 
Mayor Nakada will stress the significance of Yokohama as a venue.  Most importantly, he will 
emphasize that Yokohama Port will have its 150th anniversary in 2009 and whaling was the trigger for 

the opening of the port * .  Another candidate for the 61st meeting is Madeira, Portugal.  The venue 
will be determined on the last day of the Alaska meeting, May 31. 
 
Past venues in Japan are Tokyo, Kyoto and Shimonoseki (Yamaguchi Prefecture). Yokohama has not 
yet hosted an IWC Annual Meeting. 
 
 

* “Whaling and Yokohama Port” 
Prior to opening Yokohama Port in 1859, American Commodore Matthew Calbaraith Perry docked at 
Yokohama Port to obtain food, water and fuel for whaling ships in 1854. 
 
 
<Inquiries>  
Yuko Zama TEL: 045-671-4349 
150th Anniversary of the Port Opening & Creative City Headquarters 
Important Conventions and Projects Invitation Division 
 
Please direct any inquiries/requests regarding this press release or the City of Yokohama to: 

 Masahiro Masuda, Takashi Hoshino and Yuiko Itoh 
 Urban Management & Planning Bureau, Media Liaison Subdivision 
 TEL: 045-671-3498 

 Hidehiko Yamada and Seiko Indo 
 Japan Public Relations Institute 
 TEL: 03-5368-0911 

 
*To receive future press releases via E-mail, please contact Hidehiko Yamada at hidehiko.yamada@japan-pri.jp 
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